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The Twofold Purpose 


By Ida A. Guirey 


John 15:5 


OULD you, to the Father’s glory, 
Live a happy fruitful life? 
Let the loving Saviour fill it 
With His own abundant life. 


“Christ in you the hope of glory.” 
God so ordered it that we | 

Who in Christ have been accepted 
Should in Him made perfect be. 


Thus shall faith receive the power 
That is able to produce; ° 

Then shall all things work together 
For our good and for His use. 


Christian Humility 

True humility is a’ rare quality, even 
among Christians. And yet it should be 
the very first thing noticed about be- 
lievers—their outward mark and sign. 
In commenting in “Ellicott’s Commentary 
onthe Whole Bible” on 1 Peter 5:5, “Be 
clothed with humility,” Dr. Alfred Plum- 
mer says: “The Greek verb [‘be 
clothed’] is a rare and curious one. It 
means properly, ‘tie yourselves up in 
humility.’ Humility is to be gathered tight 
around about us like a cloak, and tied up 
so that the wind may not blow it back, 
nor the rain beat inside-it. But there 
is a still further and more delicate shade 
of meaning in the word." There was a 
peculiar kind of cape, well known by a 


name taken from this verb (we might 
call it a ‘tie-up’), and this kind of cape 
was worn by slaves, and no others. It 
was a badge of servitude. Thus Peter 
bids them all gird themselves for one 
another in a slave’s ‘tie-up’ of humility. 
None are to be masters in the Church 
of Christ.” In a letter to one of the staff 
of THe Sunpay Scuoo.t Times, Mr. Edgar 
Ainslie, who will be remembered for his 
series of articles and book on “The Dawn 
of the Scarlet Age,” writes that, in a 
meeting room of one of the Assemblies 
of the Brethren in Canada, a significant 
sign is displayed. It reads, “Keep Low. 
Go Slow. Don’t Blow.” Its admonitions 
are well supported by the Scriptures, and 
may be heeded by all of us with profit. 


Keep Low—“‘Humble yourselves there- 
fore under the mighty hand of God, 
that he may exalt you in due time” 
(1 Pet. 5:6). 

Go Slew—‘“Wherefore, my beloved breth- 
ren, let every man be swift to hear, 
slow to speak, slow to wrath: for the 
wrath of man worketh not the right- 
eousness of God” (Jas, 1:19, 20). 

Don’t Blow—“Let your speech be alway 
with grace, seasoned with salt, that 
ye may know how ye ought to answer 
every man” (Col. 4:6). 

“Look not every man on his own 
things, but every man also on the 
things of others. Let this mind be in 
you, which was also in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil, 2:4, 5). 


For Mother's Day 


By Ernest Gordon 


“MOTHER KINDNESS” 


RANCOIS COILLARD was the great 
Pres Evangelical apostle to the 
Zambesi region, Africa. He pays 


this tribute to his mother: 


She was wont to go out to day’s 
work, here as washerwoman, there in 
the vineyards, and penny by penny 
picked up, by the sweat of her brow, 
the wherewithal to pay her taxes and 
to cultivate her plot, which her 
brothers, themselves hard pressed, 
were unable to help her to do. Oh, 
I will not say that there were not 
storms in her heart at times, and 
clouds on her forehead. I have often 
seen her, evenings, in tears at the 
corner of the great fireplace, where 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“They shall not hurt nor destroy 
in all my holy mountain: for the 
earth shall be full of the knowl- 
edge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea. And in that day 
there shall be a root of Jesse, 
which shall stand for an ensign 
of the people; to it shall the Gen- 














tiles seek: and his rest shall be 
glorious” (Isa. 11:9, 10). 
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a piece of pitch pine, the candle of the 
poor, added its smoky light to our 
desolation. But, by morning, tears 
were wiped away and, again serene, 
she went to her work, 

In our village, it is customary to 
give names with the stamp of public 
opinion, in addition to baptismal 
names. Never do I remember my 
mother being called by father’s name, 
save perhaps by strangers. For all 
of us, she was “Mother Kindness.” 
She must have been exceptionally 
kind, even in her poverty, to have 
received, by common accord in a com- 
munity where each knows each other, 
this beautiful title. It was the hom- 
age paid to one who personified the 
idea which good people have of good- 
ness. For miles around, in village 
as in country, my mother was “Mother 
Kindness.” ; 

I am proud of this appreciation, from 
a most competent public, of the most 
excellent of ‘women and the best of 
mothers. She merited the name given 
her. She bore it with dignity dur- 
ing the days of prosperity, during the 
long years of widowhood, and to the 
end of life, as a crown which the dis- 
tresses and agony of poverty never 
withered. How proud I am to be the 
son of a mother so good as to bear 
the name “Mother Kindness.” 
“Mother Kindness’ was rewarded in 

her children, the best reward a parent 
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can ask for. Francois Coillard was one 
of the greatest missionaries in Protestant 
history. 





A MorTHer’s LETTER 
AND 
Gop’s LETTER 1 


By Henri Eberhard 


T WAS during the war, the other war, 

the one at the beginning of the cen- 
tury, one morning, on the front. A 
sergeant had just passed, saying, “Here’s 
a letter for you.” I seized it greedily. 

“You’re in luck,” observed a fellow 
trooper. “There’s nothing for me. 
What’s your letter about?” 

“Is that your concern?” I answered 
testily. 

“Why, yes, since I’ve nothing myself. 
The correspondence of others conse- 
quently interests me. Read just the 
beginning and the end of your letter. 
It’ll do me good for the rest of the day. 
I believe that what she writes should 
be for me, too.” 

“The she is my mother,” I returned, 
somewhat annoyed, 

“Good! How does your mother begin, 
then. Go on! Don’t be ‘chicken’!” 

“She begins, ‘My dear child.’” 

“My dear child!’ Splendid! My mother 
would have begun the same way. Oh, 
how ‘that delights me. ‘My dear child!’ 
and then how does she close?” 


“Oh, no, comrade. You are indis- 
creet.” 
“Please! Do me the kindness! What 


are you afraid of? Let me share in 


your happiness.” 

So I read it: “Every day I love you 
—at each passing moment. You are my 
child. I cannot say more. I have given 
thee all. I will never leave thee” 
(signature). 

“Oh, thank you! That’s just like my 
mother. That’s just what she would 
have written—my mother—in that let- 
ter which has not come, ‘I love thee 
every minute. I have given thee all. 
You are my child. I'll never leave thee.’ 
Thanks, comrade! Through your kind- 
ness I have received a letter, I, too.” 

I have never forgotten it! My com- 
panion in arms had a touch of the 
human, profoundly human, and true. 

I think of this as a symbol, a matter 
for reflection. We are all equal before 
the Bible. It is a letter. How does it 
begin? . 

“My dear child.” 

God has created us. He is a father. 
I say “My father”; others say the same. 
It is true for all, 

And then? 

“I have given thee all.” That’s the 
revelation of the Bible. All—body, life, 
the whole story of God’s faithfulness 
among men. He has given us all. It 
is ours. He has given us Himself, to 
the end, even to the sacrifice on the 
cross. He has given us His life, His 





1From Le Christianisme. 
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death, and His resurrection. All is ours, 
a veritable treasure granted us. 

And then? 

“I am with you always. I will never 
leave you” (signature). The last verse 
of the Revelation, “The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
Amen.” 

He does not leave us. “I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the 
world [age].” 


The Bible is a letter, a letter from 


God to each of His children. His love 
shines through it: “My dear child. I 
have given thee all. I will never leave 
thee (signature). Amen.” 

We are to read and reread this per- 
sonal letter. We must read it to others, 
offer it to others. They must know 
about ‘it. They must be able to say, 
“Because you have let me hear thy 
letter, I have received my letter, a let- 
ter of love, of joy, of victory. 

That letter came to me in the trenches, 
in the distress of the front line, facing 


death. It said to me, “Dear child. I 
have given thee all. I'll never leave 
thee, never.” 


Life is ever a trench facing death. 
What would any of us do without the 
letter he has received from God? 


Notes on Open Letters 


Are the Ten Tribes 
Completely Lost? 


If the ten tribes of Israel were com- 
pletely lost, were the Jews of Galilee 
in the time of Christ descendants of 
the returned exiles from Babylon? If 
so, how did they gain possession? 

Is it not possible that there were 
some of the ten tribes of the agricul- 
tural class left at the time of the exile, 
as was the case of the Judean captiv- 
ity? (2 Kings 25:12; Luke 2:36.) 

Were not the Samaritans included 
in the deportations of the ten tribes? 
(John 4:12.) 

Who were the ancestors of the 
twelve apostles, if the ten tribes were 
lost? Were they chosen from the two 
tribes of the southern kingdom? 

When all Israel shall be called from 
the four corners of the world will the 
ten tribes have no personal represen- 
tative? (Matt. 19:28; Rev. 21:12, 14.) 
—An Ohio reader. 


The five questions asked by the Ohio 
reader center around the basic question, 
“Are the ten tribes of Israel really lost?” 
Every Bible student will recall the di- 
vision of the kingdom that came after 
the death of Solomon, and which was 
announced, under God’s direction, by 
Ahijah, the prophet, when he took a 
new garment and divided it into twelve 
pieces, giving ten pieces to Jeroboam, 
representing ten tribes, and told Jero- 
boam that he would reign over these 
ten (1 Kings 11:29-39). This kingdom 
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came to be called Israel, or the northern 
kingdom. The remaining two tribes, 
Judah and Benjamin, were ruled over 
by descendants of David and were 
known as the kingdom of Judah, or the 
southern kingdom. 

However, it should be noted that, after 
the division of the kingdom, the Levites 
remained faithful to the house of David 
and many of those in the northern cities 
forsook all to come to Jerusalem (2 
Chron. 11:13, 14). Furthermore, in every 
reign in the northern kingdom, as evil 
kings led the people into sin and idol- 
atry, more and more of the spiritually 
minded people seceded and joined the 
kingdom of Judah, as, for example, those 
who came during the reign of Asa (2 
Chron. 15:9-15). 

There were, therefore, within the king- 
dom of Judah many representatives 
from among the ten tribes, when the 
northern kingdom was finally over- 
thrown and the people carried away 
into exile. But not every individual in 
the northern kingdom was carried away. 
No doubt many of the farmers and 
poorer classes were left, as was true also 
of the southern kingdom when it was 
later overthrown and its leaders and 
chief men were carried away into the 
Babylonian captivity (2 Kings 25:12). 

The northern kingdom was carried into 
captivity by the Assyrians, but by the 
time the southern kingdom was con- 
quered by the Babylonians, the Babylo- 
nian Empire had succeeded the Assyrian 
Empire and the region over which Nebu- 
chadnezzar reigned was the very same 
as that ruled over by Shalmanezer and 
Sargon, only somewhat larger. It is of 
interest that Ezekiel, who was one of 
the exiles of the southern kingdom 
carried off by Nebuchadnezzar, is men- 
tioned as being in the district of Gozan, 
one of the very places in which exiles 
from the northern kingdom had been 
settled by the Assyrians a century or 
more earlier. 

When the seventy-year period of cap- 
tivity was over for the southern king- 
dom, the proclamation issued by Cyrus 
regarding the rebuilding of the Temple 
in Jerusalem read, “Who is there among 
you of all his people? The Lord his 
God be with him, and let him go up” 
(2 Chron. 36:23). This was broadcast 
“throughout all his [Cyrus’s] kingdom.” 
Those who responded were made up not 
only of fathers from the tribes of Judah 
and Benjamin and the Levites, but also 
all of those from all the other tribes 
“whose spirits God had raised up to go 
up to build the house of the Lord which 
is in Jerusalem” (Ezra 1:5). Fifty-eight 
years later, Ezra gathered another party 
of returning exiles made up not only 
of priests and Levites but of “the chil- 
dren of Israel” (Ezra 7:7). Tribal dis- 
tinctions seem to have largely disap- 
peared, but apparently individuals from 
all of the tribes were represented in the 


(Continued on page 399) 
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ll. Things a Christian Should Know ~~ 


That he belongs to Another 





think about the things that a Chris- 
tian ought to know. The first thing 
he must know is his own utter help- 
lessness, that is, that of myself I can 
do nothing or be nothing that will glorify 
God. It is only as we come to the end 
of ourselves and accept the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our Saviour that we are born 
again and can begin to live a new life 
in Him. Similarly, it is only as we con- 
tinue in that relation of complete de- 
pendence upon Him that He works in 
us and uses us as a blessing to others 
and to fulfill His own great purposes. 
In this second article we will consider 
another matter we need to remember, 
and that is that we belong to Another. 
Let me remind you of two verses from 
1 Corinthians 6. The last two verses 
are as follows: “Or know ye not that 
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
which is in you, which ye have from 
God? and ye are not your own; for ye 
were bought with a price: glorify God 
therefore in your body” (vs. 19, 20, 
A.S.V.). In these verses we have a fact 
stated, the fact explained, and the re- 
sulting responsibility. Let us think of 
these things in that order. 


The Fact Stated—“Ye are not your 
own.” Every man naturally likes to 
think of. himself as being absolutely free 
to be and to do just what he wants. 
This is especially true in this country 
where we speak so much about personal 
liberty and our right to run our own 
lives in the way we think best. The 
Bible, however, makes it perfectly plain 
that no one has ever been absolutely 
free in this way. Until we have come 
into contact with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we are all under the authority of the 
prince of this world—the Devil. As Paul 
states in Ephesians, “Ye were dead 
through your treSpasses and sins, 
wherein ye once walked according to 
the course of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, of 
the spirit that now worketh in the sons 
of disobedience; among whom we also 
all once lived in the lusts of our flesh, 
doing the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, even as the rest” (Eph. 2:1-3, 
A.S.V.). 

According to these verses and many 
others, we all were under the power 
of the Devil and*bound in the chains 
of bondage to sin and had no liberty. 
But, in the verse of which we are think- 
ing at this time, Paul is not speaking 
to people who were in bondage to sin 
but to those who belonged to and were 
the property of Another—the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Paul himself was always glad 


I: LAST week’s article we began to 


There is no middle or neutral 
ground in the matter of obedience. 
No one can say truthfully, “I am the 
master of my fate, I am the captain 
of my soul.” God’s Word cuts 
through any such pretense when it 
says, “Know ye not, that to whom 
ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, or of 
obedience unto righteousness?” (Rom. 
6:16.) Dr. Griffith Thomas comments, 
“We can choose our Master, but, 
once we have chosen, we must per- 
force obey.” 

In this second article in the series, 
“Things a Christian Should Know,” 
Dr. Soltau gives the reasons why a 
Christian is not his own master and 
states the privileges and blessings 
of complete obedience to Christ. 








to acknowledge that he, too, was not his 
own. The title he frequently used for 
himself was “a servant [bond servant] 
of Christ.” He liked to think of himself 
as having been captured by Christ Jesus 
and as being His slave whose main func- 
tion, duty, and privilege were to serve 
Him and Him alone. What was true of 
the Apostle Paul should be true of 
every one of us who call ourselves 
Christians. We, too, are the bond serv- 
vants of Christ Jesus, who is Lord of 
our lives, and therefore it is our duty 
and our privilege to serve Him in all 
things and to seek to do His bidding 
and to be well pleasing to Him day by 
day and in all our activities. This is 
something that a great many church 
members are not willing to admit. They 
like to think of themselves as being 
saved, and therefore there is no need 
to worry about their eternal destiny. 
Having got that far, they like to say 
that God wants them to be happy and 
that they are quite determined to live 
pretty much as they please in order 
to have a good time, and they plan to 
serve God only on those occasions when 
they are not too concerned with their 
own amusement and interests. However, 
there is no basis for any such views to 
be found anywhere in the Scriptures. 
The Fact Explained.—“Ye were bought 
with a price.” The Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself, in stating the purpose of His 
life and ministry, said, “The Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give his life a ran- 
som for many” (Matt. 20:28, A.S.V.). 
He came in order to die and in order 
to die for others that they might live. 
That is the very center of the meaning 
of the coming of Jesus Christ into this 
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world. “Redemption” is a word which 
is not too popular these days in many 
circles because of its meaning. To re- 
deem a person or a thing is to buy out 
that person or thing from under the 
power of another, from which they have 
no power of delivering themselves. To 
speak of%our being redeemed is to ac- 
knowledge that we were absolutely pow- 
erless to deliver ourselves from the 
power of sin and from the authority of 
the great Adversary of our souls. Be- 
cause we were so powerless, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, 
gave Himself as the price in order to 
free us. He gave Himself, and as a 
result we have been delivered, but inas- 
much as the cost of that deliverance was 
His own iife,-we are now His property 
and belong.to Him. As Paul puts it in 
Titus 2:14, A.S.V., “Who gave himself 
for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify-unto himself a 
people for his own possession, zealous 
of good works.” He gave Himself for 
us in order to make us His ‘own for 
His own possession and enjoyment 
throughout all eternity. When we ac- 
cepted Him in faith, therefore, we were 
transferred from the kingdom of dark- 
ness to the kingdom of light; from the 
dominion and authority of the Evil One 
to the dominion and authority of the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. This 
brings us to the third point in our verse. 


The Resultant Responsibility.—“Glorify 
God therefore in your body.” Since we 
are not our own but belong to One who 
bought us with the price of His own 
outpoured life, we are under a direct 
obligation and responsibility to Him, 
and that is to glorify God in our body. 
If we have any sense of gratitude what- 
ever to Him who gave His all for us, 
we cannot fail to have the desire to 
glorify Him. To glorify Him will mean 
so to live in accordance with His stand- 
ards and His will that He will be well 
pleased in us and that others will be 
able to see in us the results of His sac- 
rifice on our behalf. It is for this rea- 
son that our lives should be very dif- 
ferent from the lives of those who know 
not God, and who therefore have no 
interest in pleasing Him or in seeking 
to glorify Him. The secret of living to 
the glory of God is revealed in the open- 
ing words of the verses quoted at the 
beginning of this article, in which the 
apostle says, “Know ye not that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
which is in you, which ye have from 
God?” A temple is a dwelling place 
of God wherein He resides and mani- 
fests Himself and His glory to those 
who love Him and. seek to worship 
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Him. When we accepted the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit took 
up His residence in our hearts and 
made them His dwelling place. He is 
there to reveal to us, and to reveal 
through us to others, the presence and 
the glory of God. Paul reminds his 
readers of that fact in order that they 
might be alive to their responsibility so 
to live that the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit in their hearts might be revealed 
to all, and that God Himself might be 
glorified. The Holy Spirit is within us 
in order to direct our lives in the path- 
way of God’s choice for us. He seeks 
to enable us to live victoriously in all 
things and under all circumstances, that 
in all we may faithfully carry out the 
will of God and fulfill His glorious pur- 
poses for us. That is the great truth 
of which the Apostle Paul is seeking to 
remind his readers in Corinth. It is a 
truth of which we need to be reminded 
that, day by day, we may indeed. live 
to the glory of God. This can only 
take place as we learn to put aside our 
own selfish desires and interests, and to 
put Him*first in all things, striving to 
do His will and not ours. Paul expresses 
this thought in a very striking way when 
he says in his Letter to the Philippians 
that it is his earnest expectation and 
hope that with all boldness as always, 
so now also his body might be the arena 
in which Christ should be exalted (Phil. 
1:20). 

Let us not forget this fact—that we 
are not our own; the explanation of it 
—that we have been bought with a price 
—the poured-out life of the eternal Son 
of God; and therefore our solemn obli- 
gation and privilege is to glorify Him 
in all things. 

Our loving Heavenly Father, we 
praise Thee that we belong to Thee 
for time and for eternity. We praise 
Thee for Him who purchased us in 
order to make us His, and we pray 
that increasingly we may show forth 
in our daily lives that we are His 
and His alone. In His name we pray. 
Amen. 

w 


Missionary Broadcasting 


World Conference 


HE World Conference on Missionary 
Broadcasting will be held June 16-19, 
1955, in Chicago at the Moody Bible 
Institute. World-wide implications per- 
taining to an increasing use of radio as 
a medium of evangelism and teaching 
on foreign fields brings together mis- 
sionary leaders from around the world. 
Speakers will include radio missionaries 
and outstanding personalities, who know 
the value and results of Gospel broad- 
casting at home and abroad. 
The conference program will be 
slanted toward the global concept of 
missionary broadcasting, both in the 


grand over-all strategy involved as well 
as the practical details in every phase 
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of Gospel broadcasting. Experts in the 
different fields of Gospel broadcasting 
will conduct daytime classes, seminars, 
panel discussions, and demonstrations. 

All groups and individuals who are 
using radio or electronics in any form 
in Gospel programing of domestic .or 
foreign radio stations are invited to 
attend and send their delegates to the 
World Conference on Missionary Broad- 
casting. Public inspirational meetings 
each night will feature missionary radio 
themes in challenging messages and un- 
usual radio-style music features, 

All correspondence inquiries concern- 
ing the World Conference on Mission- 
ary Broadcasting should be sent to Dr. 
C. W. Jones, Talcotville, Conn., who is 
acting as chairman. 


se 


An Ideal July Vacation— 


The Christian Fellowship Tour 


HE sixteenth Christian Fellowship 
Tour has been arranged for SUNDAY 
ScHoot TIMEs readers and their friends, 
starting at Chicago, July 5, and ending 
in Chicago, July 29. : 
Once again, everything has been plan- 
ned for the convenience and comfort 
of the tourists. In letters from those who 
have been on previous tours have come 
such comments as, “My greatest pleas- 
ure was the fellowship”; “Faultless man- 
agement”; “Congeniality, good under- 
standing, sympathetic handling of all 
details”; “We appreciate relief from all 
anxiety about transportation, luggage, 
and accommodations.” 
This year’s tour passes through Den- 
ver and Colorado Springs, with views 


“Above the Stars” 
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of Mt. Evans and Pike’s Peak. It will 
include a full day in Salt Lake City, with 
sightseeing and a visit to Great Salt Lake; 
overnight at both Zion National Park and 
Bryce National Park; a stop in Portland, 
Oreg., and sightseeing in this City of 
Roses, with a trip to Bonneville Dam, 
Multnomah Falls, and the Columbia 
River; stops at Seattle; Victoria and 
Vancouver, B. C.; and Mt. Rainier. 

The never-to-be-forgotten cruise in the 
inland waters of Alaska, stopping at 
Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, Sitka, in 
Alaska, and Prince Rupert and Ocean 
Falls, B, C., will be made on board the 
Union Steamships’ luxury liner, SS. 
Chilcotin. Upon arrival at coastal towns, 
opportunity will be afforded the tourists 
to visit quaint shops, where interesting 
souvenirs may be purchased; and to see 
fmuseums, totem parks, and salmon can- 
neries. This is the world’s great salmon 
market, and it may be possible to see 
the salmon as they enter the mountain 
streams to spawn. 

A delightful interlude of a sixty-seven 
mile rail trip into the Yukon, amid snow- 
capped mountains, along the “Trail of 
98,” to Lake Bennett and Carcross, with 
an overnight boat trip in a veritable 
fairyland of scenic beauty is perhaps the 
high point of the tour. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of The Sunday 
School Times Company, will accompany 
this year’s tour. A card addressed to 
him at 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
requesting detailed information, will 
bring you an attractive folder contain- 
ing all details, some fine pictures of 
things to be seen, and the costs of the 
tour. 


A lesson in faith from the catacombs 


N 1578 some Roman workmen, while 

excavating, accidentally uncovered an 
early Christian cemetery with its paint- 
ings, inscriptions, sarcophagi, and graves. 
This discovery created a profound sen- 
sation throughout the Christian world, 
for they had stumbled upon the loca- 
tion of the ancient catacombs of Rome, 
where the martyr-dead were laid, and 
where, during periods of persecution, 
the Christians held their secret meetings, 
often in chapels hewn out of the rock 
and which later were enlarged and 
richly adorned by wealthy converts. 

For more than a thousand years the 
tides of fortune had swept over these 
subterranean chambers.  Superstitious 
veneration had robbed the tombs of 
countless bodies as the infamous sale 
of relics grew; successive hoards of bar- 
barians had ransacked and stripped them 
of their trappings and decorations; 
gradually the entrances to many of the 


By HELEN ROGERS SMITH 


catacombs were blocked up, their roofs 
fallen to decay, until interest in them 
finally ceased and they became virtually 
unknown. 

Their rediscovery in the sixteenth cen- 
tury led to extensive explorations, with 
the result. that the world received inti- 
mate and accurate knowledge of the 
true faith of the early Christians, un- 
tainted by ecclesiasticism or worldliness. 

The religious paintings adorning these 
tombs tell a story of joy and peace. 
Here are found the crown and the palm, 
emblems of victory; the dove and the 


olive branch, symbolic of peace; the vine, : 


type of the union of*Christ and the be- 
liever; the sacred fish, one of the oldest 
and most common symbols, probably de- 
rived from the initial letters of the 
names and titles of our Lord in Greek, 
i.e., “Jesus Christ, Son of God, the Sav- 
iour.” 
(Continued on page 403) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





E scientific editor of the Revue 
des Duex Mondes of Paris, M. René 
Sudre, reports on the First Congress 

of Crystallography—a relatively new 

science—held in the Sorbonne at Paris. 

Among the research pioneers in this 
field one must include Pasteur and 
Pierre Curie, although neither could 
have divined the ever-increasing im- 
portance that the study of crystals is 
now taking on. The gigantic laboratories 
of the present have brought the dis- 
covery of a world hitherto unknown, 
the marvelous complexity of which con- 
founds the imagination. Crystallography 
has at times ended in results that pro- 
voke the incredulity of chemists and 
biologists. It has thrown to the ground 
theories that were supposed to be well 
established. It has greatly advanced 
metallurgy and other techniques. 

The study of crystals in living matter 
has led to magnificent discoveries. One 
has found, for example, a hundred thou- 
sand kinds of protein in the human body 
resulting from combinations of twenty 
complex bodies called amino acids. One 
specialist, Professor Bragg, remarks of 
this, “In making a protein, nature works 
as a printer assembling his letter types 

ein an order which produces words and 
phrases.” 

M. René Sudre concludes as follows: 

“All these discoveries in the higher 
domain of life incline us to views of 
finality (purpose, plan) which are the 
very antipodes to materialist teaching 
(that is, of Darwin, Huxley, Haeckel). 
How can one think of this substance, 
haemoglobin, whose structure allows 
respiration (or breathing), as other than 
providential? One can think of it as 
a life agent for use in oxygen atmos- 
phere. Diamonds, emeralds, rubies which 
exhibit a crude geometry, are not. utiliz- 
able and remain in the category of the 
elementary. But the infinite and com- 
plex crystals, both solid and liquid, 
which are utilized in life processes, how 
can one but believe that they are made 
especially for understandable ends, as 
letters to which the Printer alone gives 
sense?” 

“Strange fact, the most precious crys- 
tals are not those which scintillate—dia- 
monds, sapphires. Rather are they the 
minute, miraculous crystals which are 
hidden in the smallest drop of blood to 
serve as a providential instrument en- 
abling us to live. For man, the least 
drop of blood is of more value than the 
treasures of Golconda. By this miracle 
of haemoglobin crystals, the Creator has 
shown that life is truly in the blood.” 


So are men finding God's handiwork 
at the end of their research. (Summar- 
ized from Le Chrétien Evangelique.) 


At the December meeting of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches in Boston, the 
president-elect of the Council inter- 
rupted the proceedings to offer a reso- 
lution of sympathy for Pope Pius in his 
present sickness. In its representative 
character that meant a statement from 
forty million Protestants, most of whom 
would probably resent such a resolution. 

Pius XII has never once intervened to 
stop persecution in Colombia. Nor did 
he go to the help of distressed Ethiopia 
‘in the day of the Mussolini invasion. 
Worse than all, he connived at the great 
massacres of Serbs in Croatia, although 
a word from him would‘ at any time 
have stopped them. His whole life has 
been spent in diplomatic intrigue for 
the forces of reaction. Yet if he should 
die tomorrow the first to express regret 
and condolence would be the officials of 
the National Council of Churches. 

Oh, yes, this Pius is a gifted linguist, a 
man of culture and charm, a diplomat of 
consummate ability. But when he stands 
before the judgment seat of Christ, as 
he soon must, how much will these 
things count? 

There are other Piuses. The little 
Republic of Panama ‘is to print on its 
postage, during the next eight years, the 
faces of all the popes, beginning. with 
the twelve named Pius. One thinks of 
Pius V who spurred on Philip, II to 
the bloody crushing of Protestantism in 
the Netherlands and commanded the 
utter extermination of the Huguenots in 
France. He protested against the Em- 
peror’s Edict of Toleration. One of his 
cherished schemes was the dethronement 
of Queen Elizabeth of England, and he 
long intrigued to that end. 

Pius VIII issued an encyclical con- 
demning Bible societies. Pius IX, in 
his Syllabus, declared war on every 
freedom the modern world enjoys, say- 
ing, “The pontiff neither can nor ought 
to be reconciled with liberalism and 
modern civilization.” He was responsible 
for the foolish dogmas of Papal Infallibil- 
ity and the Immaculate Conception. 

Pius XI blessed and backed the wicked 
raid on Ethiopia and otherwise co- 
operated with Mussolini and the Fascist 
state and with Franco. 

Never would the present Pius XII, 
who claims to be the Vicar of Christ 
on earth, disassociate himself from the 
261 pious popes who have preceded him! 


This orientation toward the persecut- 
ing churches is characteristic of the 
ecumenical movement. Mention was 
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here made some time ago of Dr. Hadji- 
Antoniou’s visit to the World Council 
at Evanston to present the cause of per- 
secuted Greek evangelicals. According 
to Dr. J. D. Murch, who was on the 
ground, this official head of the Greek 
Evangelical movement was “cold-shoul- 
dered, by-passed, and politely ignored 
all through the two weeks until finally, 
after the Council was over, W.C.C. offi- 
cials grudgingly agreed to refer the mat- 
ter to a committee.” There it will be 
quietly extinguished. “There will be 
no such thing as aid and comfort for 
these humble believers.” They are not 
“colorful.” 

Missions to Israel seem also to have 
been “cold-shouldered” by W.C.C. offi- 
cialdom. Mr. Ellison thinks this was a 
result of pressure from supporters of the 
American “Goodwill Movement.” A full 
reference was proposed, then deleted. 
As a result, he says in the Life of Faith, 
“He who carries the Gospel to the Jews 
may increasingly expect to be told that 
the Church disowns his labors.” But 
when the official steam roller failed us, 
a distinguished group of delegates, 
chiefly form the European continent 
with some German-Americans, issued a 
splendid declaration on the Hope of 
Israel. This placed Israel in the central 
position that the Epistle to the Romans 
gives her: “We invite all men to join 
with us in praising God who ‘concluded 
them all in unbelief, that he might have 
mercy upon all’” (11:32). 

It should be noted that the World 
Council of Churches has received into 
its membership the Hicksite Quakers, 
a Unitarian body, in spite of the creedal 
statement defining the World Council as 
“a fellowship of churches which accept 
our Lord Jesus Christ as God and Sav- 
iour.” Further, in every ecumenical 
congress from that of Stockholm in 1925 
to the Amsterdam one in 1948, it was 
always deplored that the Roman Catholic 
Church would not participate. The 
ecumenical leaders still. hope that the 
pope and his church will come into their 


movement. (From statement of the 
International Council of Christian 
Churches.) 


Mr. Ellison, writing in World Domin- 
ion, calls attention to the fact that an 
increasing number of Jews, and by that 
he obviously means non-Christian Jews, 
are attending Christmas services in Naz- 
areth. It is remarkable, he says, to what 
extent the Israeli is prepared to claim 
Jesus as “one of us.” The inclusion 
of parts of the Gospel story in school 
instruction is far from general, but it 
is common enough to call for little or 
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no comment. “The new fascination of 
Christmas for not a few in Israel is a 
sign of the Holy Spirit’s work in that 
land.” 

We know of the Million Testaments 
Campaigns of Mr. George T. B. Davis 
which has placed eleven thousand Bibles 
in Hebrew (Old and New Testaments) 
chiefly in the schools and libraries of 
Israel. I note in the last report of the 
British Bible Society that in the pre- 
ceding year that Society also had dis- 
tributed 11,104 Bibles, 970 New Testa- 
ments, and 6,071 Scripture portions in 
the land of Israel. 


The African Challenge represents Ni- 
gerian Christian opinion, and it is much 
exercised about lustful films that come 
mostly from America. “This suggests,” 
writes the editor, “that religious groups 
in America are not very successful in 
controlling their moral content.” He 
urges educational and Gospel films, 
given elsewhere than in the theater. 
“No born-again Christian should attend 
these films. I never saw anyone return- 
ing from the cinema thinking how to 
live a holy, Christian life.” 

One reads also of thirteen thousand 
Indian mothers and housewives petition- 
ing Prime Minister Nehru to control the 
evil of the cinema. They are “a major 
menace to the moral health of children, 
exciting them to precocious sexual 
habits. Complaint is made of children 
staying away from school and stealing 
money for cinema entrance.” 

Nehru promised to consider the matter. 
“The cinema had become a serious fac- 
tor in leading youth into crime.” 


Russian Tyranny.—A group of Old 
Believers, who had left Russia because 
of Bolshevist atheism and had settled 
in Manchuria, felt impelled to move 
again when atheist Communism came 
into control of China. _They applied to 
the Government of Paraguay for right 
of settlement in that land, which was 
directly granted and visas for entrance 
sent them. So they sold their farms, 
stock, and other belongings, and were 
prepared to go. The Chinese Govern- 
ment seems to have had no objection to 
granting exit visas, but the Soviet con- 
sul intervened at the instance of Mos- 
cow. It was an attempt to force them 
back into Russia. They were sent to 
their old farms, 700 families, where they 
now have no foothold, and there they 
are left hanging. Paraguay is still ready 
to receive them, the Chinese would not 
be reluctant to see them go if they do go. 

The Declaration of Human Rights of 
the United Nations says: 

“Everyone has the right to leave any 
country, including his own, and to re- 
turn to his country. Everyone has the 
right to seek and enjoy in other coun- 
tries asylum from persecution.” 

What will be done by the United Na- 
tions for this persecuted group? What 
will be done by the World Council of 
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Churches? Presumably nothing. The 
Quakers are usually open to appeal in 
such cases. Could not the National As- 
sociation of Evangelicals-bring the mat- 
ter to their attention and utilize their 
machinery to transmit funds for imme- 
diate relief, as well as to call the atten- 


: tion of the United States Government 


to this grievous injustice? 

The National Council- of Churches, at 
their Boston meeting in December, sol- 
emnly offered these verbal stones for 
bread: “We maintain confidence in 
those faithful Christians who now find 
themselves behind the Iron and Bamboo 
curtains. We are one with them in 
prayer. This world-wide fellowship of 
Christians is a major factor in the build- 
ing of international goodwill.” 

But resolutions without works are dead 
things! 


European Notes.—In Fritz Fliedner’s 
“Aus meinem Leben,” p. 78, is the fol- 
lowing: “When Kasper Olevianus, a 
collaborater in drawing up the Heidel- 
berg Catechism, lay on his deathbed with 
but a few minutes of life remaining, a 
dear friend asked him, ‘Brother, are you 
sure of your salvation and that you are 
resting in His arms for time and eter- 
nity?’ the dying man pulled together all 
the strength he could command and 
cried out, in Latin, ‘Certissimus’ [most 
certain].” 

One remembers Dr. F. B. Meyer for 
his devotional books. Few realize that 
he was also a_ philanthropist, who 
founded a Children’s Aid Society to pro- 
vide homeless children with Christian 
homes. In the course of its existence, 
the society has placed over five thou- 
sand children where they have received 
a truly Christian upbringing. The file 
of letters by adopting parents is de- 
scribed as “a treasury of joy.” Not a 
pretentious, expensive work, but how 
rewarding all around! 

Charles H. Spurgeon was another busy 
pastor who remembered needy children, 
and it is interesting to learn that after 
eighty-seven years his Homes have now 
been moved to new and modern build- 
ings at Birchington in Kent. Some 200 
orphaned children are in residence in 
delightful surroundings and in sight of 
the sea. It costs £800 a week to pro- 
vide for them, and supplies continue to 
come in. . 

The great orphanages of Dr. Barnardo 
and of George Miiller were founded and 
led in both cases by Plymouth Breth- 
ren. Mr. Moody’s Northfield Schools 
were intended to help boys and girls 
struggling for an education. William C. 
Morris, who pioneered Christian educa- 
tion in Argentina, was an evangelical 
Episcopalian who translated Andrew 
Murray and Bishop Moule into Spanish. 
For forty years he worked without va- 
cation, raised prodigious; sums in a 
Catholic city for the 7,000 children in 
daily attendance on his schools and for 
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his 500 orphans. At his death, 160,000 
children had been given a Christian ed. 
ucation. “How is it,” said an Argen. 
tinian Socialist congressman (and lib. 
eral theologians might well say the 
same), “that we have never been able 
to do anything of this sort? We do not 
seem to have the self-sacrificing spirit 
that incarnates itself in work like this,” 


The English National Union of Teach. 
ers has held in London an exhibition 
of Horror Comics, all of them actually 
taken from schoolchildren. Some of 
these are British in origin, but the ma- 
jority are American. So is our national 
reputation besmirched by evil men in 
New York. The names of these pub- 
lishers should be given the public; their 
business then suppressed, 

This attack on the youth of the world 
is Satanic and in harmony with general 
world tendencies. One cynical publisher 
announces a fresh comic thus: 

“This is our master of cemeteries in- 
troducing you to our latest morbid (pub- 
lication). We are really proud of this 
new polluted publication.” 

Some of these comics are said to en- 
courage children to hate foreigners and 
colored people and to be cruel to ani- 
mals. Such revolting meanness is espe- 
cially dangerous to backward children. 
One such of ten years wrote: 

“IT love to read the thick American 
comics. Every night my sister and I 
start reading: about five minutes after 
Mother says, ‘Lights out.’ The lights are 
covered.” 

Some of these pictures are lurid de- 
scriptions of rapes, according to an ac- 
count of the exhibition in the British 
Weekly. Life after death is also de- 
scribed in horror fashion. Mr, Gould, 
in charge, says, “Much of this foul stuff 
makes one feel physically unclean.” 

We hear, too, of a Comic Bible, which 
apparently the widespread complaint 
against horror comics has led publishers 
of this type to produce in self-defense. 
The author has gleaned from “the Good 
Book,” as he calls it, incidents and epi- 
sodes of military character, the fall of 
Jericho, “hulking men in armor, tramp- 
ing and trampling armies, villainous 
faces”; then the duel between Goliath 
and David in the same gross lineaments. 
“The story of the Good Samaritan,” says 
a writer in the Methodist Recorder, 
“shows resemblance to the numerous 
picture strips that deal with the cowboy 
mauled by rustlers and left to die in the 
New Mexican desert until an honest hom- 
bre found him, offered him. his water 
bottle, helped him on a pack mule that 
would take him to the nearest shanty- 
town, where a saloonkeeper could take 
care of him.” 


ve 
We ought not to talk of “sacrifice” 
when we remember the great sacrifice 
He made who left His Father’s throne 
on high to give Himself for us.—Liv- 
_ingstone, 
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LESSON 9. MAY 29. HEZEKIAH MEETS A CRISIS 


2 Chronicles 31 and 32; Isaiah 36 to 39, printed text, 2 Chronicles 32:1-8, 32, 33 
Golden Text.—Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.—Psa. 124:8 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

2 Chron. 32:1 After these things, and the establishment 
thereof, Sennacherib king of Assyria came, and entered into 
Judah, and encamped against the fenced cities, and thought 
to win them for himself. 

2 And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib was come, 
and that he was purposed to fight against Jerusalem, 

3 He took counsel with his princes and his mighty men to 
stop the waters of the fountains which were without the 
city: and they did help him. 

4 So there was gathered much people together, who stop- 
ped all the fountains, and the brook that ran through the 
midst of the land saying, Why should the kings of Assyria 
come, and find much water? . 

5 Also he strengthened himself, and built up all the wall 
that was broken, and raised it up to the towers, and another 
wall without, and repaired Millo in the city of David, and 
made darts and shields in abundance. 

6 And he set captains of war over the people, and gathered 
them together to him in the street of the gate of the city, 
and spake comfortably to them, saying, 


7 Be strong and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for 
the king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is with 
him: for there be more with us than with him: 

8 With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is*the Lorp our 
God to help us, and to fight our battles. And the people 
rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah king of Judah. 


32 Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and his goodness, 
behold, they are written in the vision of Isaiah the prophet, 
the son of Amoz, and in the book of the kings of Judah and 
Israel. 

33 And Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and they buried 
him in the chiefest of the sepulchres of the sons of David: 
and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem did him 
honour at his death. And Manasseh his son reigned in his 
stead. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Educatign. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


Tere period of Hezekiah’s reign cov- 
ered the latter part of the eighth 
century B.C. and the early part of 
the seventh, This was a period of great 
historical importance, and the Biblical 
atcount has had some exceedingly in- 
teresting confirmations. 

It was in Hezekiah’s day that Sargon, 
whose name is mentioned only once in 
Scripture (Isa. 20:1), seized the throne 
of Assyria. Until 1843 there was no his- 
torical corroboration even of Sargon’s 
existence, but in that year a French agent 
unearthed the great palace of Sargon 
twelve miles north of ancient Nineveh, 
and in our own century a great stone 
winged bull, which stood at the entrance 
of the palace, was found, and brought 
to the Oriental Institute Museum of 
Chicago. 

Sennacherib recorded on his inscrip- 
tions the fact that Hezekiah paid him 
tribute, as is stated in 2 Kings 18:14. 
While there is some discrepancy in the 
amounts recorded, the notorious ten- 
dency of Oriental potentates to magnify 
their deeds would be sufficient to ac- 
count for that. It is rather interesting 
to note how Sennacherib corroborates 
the Biblical record of his failure to cap- 
ture Jerusalem—by just refraining from 
Saying that he captured it! He passes 
over the reason for it in silence. 

Esarhaddon, son and successor of Sen- 
Nacherib, tells how his brothers “for- 
sook the gods and turned to their deeds 
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of violence,” slaying their father in or- 
der to secure the kingship—in which 
purpose they failed. This murder is 
related three times in the Bible (2 Kings 
19:37; 2 Chron. 32:21; Isa. 37:38). 

Even the names of Sennacherib’s officers 
in charge of the army sent against Jerusa- 
lem (2 Kings 18:17) are found in the in- 
scriptions—only we find that they are not 
proper names as our King James Version 
would suggest, but titles, indicating their 
rank or office. 

Hezekiah’s engineering project to se- 
cure the city’s water supply will be dealt 
with in the lesson. The amazing num- 
ber of items in which archaeology has 
confirmed the historical accuracy of the 
Bible, in mafters that were long in dis- 
pute, should certainly give us renewed 
confidence in the Book. There are still 
unanswered questions, but all we need 
is patience. The .critics have so often 
been proved wrong that by this time 
they ought to speak very humbly. 


Verse by Verse 

2 Chron. 32:1.—“Sennacherib king of 
Assyria came... and encamped against 
the fenced cities . . .” Sennacherib suc- 
ceeded Sargon, reputed capturer of 
Samaria, as king of Assyria, and ex- 
tended the conquests of his predecessor. 

Verse 2.—“. . . Hezekiah saw .. . that 
he was purposed to fight against Jeru- 
salem.” Hezekiah was acquainted with 
military strategy, and saw that Sen- 
nacherib’s assault on other cities of 
Judah, including Lachish (2 Kings 18: 
14), was Only preliminary to a final 
attack ‘on Jerusalem, 

Verse 3.—“He took counsel . , . to stop 


the waters of the fountains which were 
without the city .. .” To deprive the 
enemy of a water supply was a master 
stroke of tactics. What Hezekiah did 
was to “cover” the waters, bringing them 
directly into Jerusalem from the springs 
of Gihon through a covered conduit, so 
assuring the water supply of the city 
while cutting it eff from the enemy (see 
v. 30). 

Verse 4.—“, . . much people . . . stop- 
ped all the fountains . . . saying, Why 
should the kings of Assyria come, and 
find much water?” Such a task, requir- 
ing haste, called for many laborers, and 
the king had no shortage of help. In- 
stead of an open stream, there was now 
an underground conduit. 

Verse 5.—“Also he .. , built up all the 
wall . . . and repaired Millo . .. and 
made darts and shields in abundance.” 
Had Hezekiah neglected the defenses of 
Jerusalem while giving great attention 
to the Lord’s house? At any rate, he 
faced the crisis with courage, and proved 
himself a leader equal to the occasion. 

Verse 6.—“And he . . , spake comfort- 
ably to them...” The king’s own walk 
with God had given him confidence in 
the moment. of crisis, and he wished to 
share his confidence with the people, 
whose faith was easily shaken by ap- 
pearances of might. 

Verse 7.—“Be strong and courageous, 
be not gfraid ... for there be more with 
us than with him.” This was more than 
a “pep” talk. Hezekiah’s exhortation -to 
courage and confidence was well 
grounded. The God of Israel, the living 
God, was with them—the God whom 
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Sennacherib placed on a level with the 
gods of the nations. 


Verse 8.—“With him is an arm of flesh; 
but with us is the Lord our God... 
And the people rested themselves upon 
the words of Hezekiah .. .” Notice how 
Hezekiah discounts the gods of Senna- 
cherib. Since they are nothing, all the 
Assyrian has is his own strength, while 
Judah has Jehovah of hosts. The peo- 
ple, faced with their first crisis since 
their return to the Lord under Heze- 
kiah, accepted the king’s assurances. For 
the issue read on through verse 22. 


Verse 32.—“‘Now the rest of the acts 
of Hezekiah .. , written in the vision 
of Isaiah the prophet .. . in the book 
of the kings of Judah and Israel.” See 
Isaiah, chapters 36-39, and 2 Kings, chap- 
ters 18-20. Notice the emphasis on Heze- 
kiah’s “good deeds.” 


Verse 33.—“‘And Hezekiah slept ... 
and they buried him in the chiefest of 
the sepulchres of the sons of David... 
Jerusalem did him honour at his death 
...” The word “chiefest” here means 
“the ascents.” While Keil sees only an 
expediency on account of overcrowding 
of the royal sepulchres, I am sure the 
idea of honor, contained in the King 
James Version, is intended. He was in- 
deed worthy of the nation’s highest 
tribute. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Similar events come upon different 
people for quite dissimilar purposes and 
with quite opposite effects. The As- 
syrians came upon the northern king- 
dom of Israel as a judgment upon the 
long-continued apostasy of the tribes 
which had broken away from the house 
of David. ‘The Assyrians came down 
upon Judah, not in a day of apostasy, 
but in a time of revival, when,- under 
the leadership of good King Hezekiah, 
the nation had returned to God with 
remarkable unanimity, and the ancient 
worship had been restored in a cleansed 
sanctuary. It was not, therefore, a mat- 
ter of judgment, nor even of chastening, 
but of testing. 

Every spiritual crisis must prove its 
' reality in the crucible of testing. Would 
the king’s professed faith in God stand 
in face of the overwhelming might of 
the victorious Assyrian armies? Would 
the faith of the people stand before hosts 
who had successfully defied the gods 
of all the surrounding nations? 

Hezekiah at first wavered and tried 
the expediency of buying off Sennacherib 
with large tribute (2 Kings 18:14). But 
as this only , whetted the conqueror’s 
appetite, and it became apparent that 
a similar fate threatened Judah and Je- 
rusalem as had befallen: the northern 
kingdom a few years previously at the 
hands of Sargon, Hezekiah had resort to 
God, and left off trying to bargain with 
the foe. He now rose‘to new heights 
of faith and became a very prophet in 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8. (6) May 22.—Hezekiah Attempts 
Reconciliation. 


2 Chronicles 27 to 30; Micah 6 and 7 


Next Week’s Lesson 


10. (8) June 5.—Manasseh’s Sin and 
Repentance (Temperance). 
2 Chronicles 33 








his encouragement of the people to trust 
the living God (2 Chron. 32:7, 8).. 

But faith is not impractical. True 
faith is linked with works, and believ- 
ing Hezekiah proved himself a vigorous 
and able general in the face of tre- 
mendous odds. Apparently his preoccu- 
pation with the ordinances of the Tem- 
ple had resulted in a neglect of the 
defenses of ‘the city. Now repairs had 
to be made quickly, and the king 
hastened the work. 

There was one factor of supreme im- 
portance to be considered—water. If a 
besieging force could cut off the water 
supply, the city was doomed. If, on the 
other hand, the invaders could find no 
plentiful supply of water while the be- 
leaguered city was well provided, the 
siege might soon collapse. By a great 
engineering feat, skillfully and quickly 
accomplished, Jerusalem’s water supply 
was secured, and cut off from the in- 
vading army (2 Chron. 32:3, 4). 

So prayer, faith, and works went to- 
gether. The threats of the enemy were 
answered by appeals to God, who went 
forth on behalf of His people, and de- 
stroyed the Assyrian host, so that Senna- 
cherib returned home in bitterness, only 
to meet death at the hands of his own 
sons (2 Chron. 32:21). 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT king of Assyria captured Sa- 
maria? 

2. What king of Assyria invaded Ju- 
dah? F 

3..What prophet befriended Hezekiah 
and helped him through the crisis? 

4. How many communications did 
Sennacherib send, urging the surrender 
of Jerusalem? 

5. What evidence is there that Heze- 
kiah’s faith wavered at first? 

6. What evidence is there that Heze- 
kiah had neglected the defenses of Jeru- 
salem? 

7. What double benefit was derived 
from covering the springs of water? 

8. How was the siege of Jerusalem 
raised? 

9. What 


corroboration does Senna- 


cherib give us of his failure to take 
Jerusalem? 

10. What mistake marred Hezekiah’s 
otherwise consistently good reign? 


(Answers on page 399) 
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Outline of the Lesson 


1. Hezekiah prepares the defenses (2 
Chron. 32:1-5) 

2. Hezekiah encourages the people (vs, 
6-8) 

3. Hezekiah appeals to God (v. 20) 

4. Hezekiah rejoices in victory (vs. 21- 
23) 


Topics for Development 


Hezekiah’s Conduit. In 2 Chronicles 32: 
30 we are told that “Hezekiah also stop- 
ped the upper watercourse of Gihon, 
and brought it straight down to the west 
side of the city of David.” There can 
be no doubt that this is the same feat 
of engineering referred to in verses 3 and 
4 of the same chapter. This was done, 
then, as a military expedient, to secure 
the water supply of the city and at the 
same. time to rob the enemy of “much 
water.” The tunnel which Hezekiah’s men 
made at that time is still in existence, and 
is called the. Siloam tunnel. In 1880 an 
inscription was found inscribed on the 
wall of the south end of the conduit, 
telling how the laborers worked toward 
each other till they could hear each 
other just before the earth and stone 
dividing them yielded to pick and shovel, 
The place where they met is indicated 
by the pickmarks pointing in the oppo- 
site. directions, as well as by an irregu- 
larity in the level. H. V. Morton gives 
an interesting account of this in- his 
travel book, “In the Steps of the Master” 
(Dodd, Mead & Co., New York 16; $4). 
See also “Archaeology and Bible His- 
tory,” by J. P. Free, p. 211 (Van Kampen 
Press, Wheaton, IIl., $5). 

Among the Failures? We have seen 
that many of the kings of Judah began 
well and ended badly—Solomon, Asa, 
Jehoshaphat, Joash, Amaziah, Uzziah. 
Now we read that after Hezekiah’s sick- 
ness and recovery, he was visited by a 
noble delegation from the king of Bab- 
ylon, to whom he showed all his treas- 
ures, in a spirit of pride and boasting. 
It looked as if he was going the way of 
his fathers. However, when the Prophet 
Isaiah rebuked him, he followed his 
father David in humbling himself before 
the Lord (2 Chron. 32:26), and lived 
out the fifteen years allotted to him by 
the Lord in peace and prosperity, be- 
loved of the people, and held in honor 
by all. The Lord revealed his weakness, 
and he accepted the rebuke. How we 
need to be on guard against the pride 
of our hearts, and be tender and sub- 
missive before the Lord’s rebukes! Only 
thus can we be saved from disaster. 


Practical Applications 

You can trust your Bible. Though 
some historical problems still await solu- 
tion, archaeology has solved so many 
that the historical truth of the Bible 
has been clearly demonstrated, 
‘ It is good to be devoted to the house 
of God, but that does not call for neg- 
lect of one’s other duties (v, 5). 
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Lesson tor May 29 
* » a ° 

Faith and works go hand in hand. 
Trust God, but do not give the enemy 
an advantage (vs. 2, 3). 

The exploits of men will not affright 
you if you know the “God over all”. (vs. 
7, 8). 

If God exalts you, do not be puffed 
up; if he rebukes you, do not be rebel- 
lious (vs. 25, 26). 


Golden Text 

Psa. 124:8.—“Our help is in the name 
of the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth.” The Lord who made Heaven and 
earth is able to order the affairs of Heaven 
and earth, and our affairs. If we call 
upon His name, His, help is sure, and 
will always prove sufficient. 

ELMHuRST, ILL. 

w 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


“Faith of Our Fathers!” 
“When We Walk With the Lord” 
“Will Your Anchor Hold?” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Father, our ever-present help 
in trouble, we praise Thee for Thy sup- 
port and aid in all our trials. We have 
not deserved Thy timely help, for our 
sins are many and grievous; but Thou 
hast heard us for our Saviour’s sake and 
we thank Thee. Keep us from the sins 
that so easily beset us and from all the 
power of Satan. Free us from all love 
of sin by giving us an overmastering 
love for Christ. Guard and guide us this 
week, helping us to honor Thee in a 
faithful life and to be a blessing to 
others. Use Thy Word today to revive 
Thy Church and convert sinners. Com- 
fort the sad, heal the sick, meet the 
needs of the destitute, and brighten the 
dark places of the earth with the light 
of the Gospel, all for the sake of Thy 
dear Son. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Judah was greatly 
imperiled when mighty Assyria threat- 
ened Jerusalem, but Hezekiah calmed 
the people with the words, “Be strong 
and courageous, be not afraid nor dis- 
mayed .. : with us is the Lord our God 
to help us” (2 Chron, 32:7, 8). 

During the Second World War, I met 
a young man of the Royal Air Force 
who had been at his home in London 
when Hitler bombed Britain in 1940. 
One Saturday night London was badly 
bombed, but on the Sunday morning 
this young man and his mother went 
to their church, as usual, only to find 
it wrecked and ruined by the raids of 
the night before. Salvaging some hymn- 
books, the minister led the few who had 
gathered in a service of worship amid 
the ruins of their church. What most 
impressed the young man was the sing- 
ing of these lines from the hymn, “In 
heavenly love abiding”: 

The storm may roar without me, 
“ My heart may low be laid; 
But God is round about me, 
And can I be dismayed? 
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Those words sung under such circum- 
stances gave him faith and courage to 
meet some most testing experiences that 
followed in his life over the next sev- 
eral years. In bereavement and in the 
perils and testings of war, the memory 
of that hymn sung in the ruined church 
never failed to give him fresh heart. 
We, too, shall be overtaken by life’s 


FEAR 0 


roaring storms, but if we trust and obey 
the Lord, we shall be able to say with 
Paul, “If God be for us, who can be 
against us?” He cannot be for us while 
we love sin and reject Christ. God was 
not for Israel when the nation turned 
from Him, but He stood by them in 
their troubles when they were faithful 
to Him. Get right with God and keep 
right with Him, and your heart will be 
calm and trustful no matter what be- 
falls. 


CaLGarRy, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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His Invisible But Invincible AARRM ament ! 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Sennacherib . . . encamped against 
the fenced cities, and thought to win 
them for himself” (2 Chron. 32:1).— 
The Lord knows our inmost thoughts 
(Psa. 139); hence He can reveal the 
thought of the king of Assyria. 

The Lord’s thoughts are not our 
thoughts—in fact, there is as much dif- 
ference between His thoughts and ours 
as there is distance between Heaven and 
earth (Isa. 55:8, 9). It was not the 
Lord’s thought that Sennacherib should 
have Jerusalem for himself. 

Jerusalem was the one city in all the 
earth which the Lord had chosen in 
which to place His name. His Temple 
stood there. The priesthood was estab- 
lished there. It was the central place 
of worship on earth. And the godly 
King Hezekiah had his palace there. 
The city was not to be given, at this 
time, to a blasphemous heathen king. 

The Assyrian king was not aware of 
it, but this was the beginning of the 
end for him. He was to lose “all the 
mighty men of valour, and the leaders 
and captains” of his army. He was to 
return “with shame of face to his own 


to helpus,and to fight our battles?” 


(2 CHRON. 32:8) 
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land” and be murdered by his own sons, 
in the house of his idol (v. 21). 

Sennacherib’s ultimatum (vs. 9, 10) re- 
veals him to be a selfish and self-seek- 
ing person who hesitated not to sing his 
own praises. He reminds us of the min- 
strel whom a certain king commanded 
to play before him. It was a day of high 
feasting, and many great guests were 
assembled. The minstrel laid his fingers 
on the strings of his harp, and woke 
them all to the sweet melody, but the 
hymn was to be his own glory. It was 
a celebration of the exploits of song 
which the minstrel himself had per- 
formed, and told how he had excelled 
all the great musicians. In high-sound- 
ing strains he sang of himself and all 
his glories. 

When the feast was over, the minstrel 
said to the monarch, “O King, give me 
thy reward; let the minstrel price be 
paid.” Then the monarch replied: “Thou 
hast sung pnto thyself; pay thyself. 
Thine own praises were thy theme, be 
thyself the paymaster.” The harper 
cried, “Did I not sing sweetly? O King, 
give me thy gold.” But the king an- 
swered, “So much the worse for thy 
pride, that thou shouldst lavish such 
sweetness upon thyself. Get thee hence, 
thou shalt not serve in my train.” 


“Be strong and courageous .. . for 
there be more with us than with him” 
(2 Chron. 32:7).—After taking the 
princes and the mighty men and the 
common people into his confidence, 
Hezekiah stopped up the fountains and 
the brook outside the walled city, so 
that the Assyrians would not have that 
water. He also repaired the wall, and 
made darts and shields in abundance 
and placed captains of war over the 
people. Then he gathered the people 
together and spake comfortably to them. 

“Be strong and courageous,” he said, 
“be not afraid nor dismayed for the king 
of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that 
is with him: for there be more with us 
than with him: with him is an arm of 
flesh; but with us is the Lord our God 
to help us, and to fight our battles.” 
Comforting words indeed! His faith in 
the Lord was at high-water level, so to 
speak, 

For believers today who are facing 
spiritual enemies, as well as the battle 
of life, there is a similar message: 
“Greater is he that is in you, than he 
that is in the world” (1 John 4:4). And 
again, “If God be for us, who can be 
against us?” (Rom. 8:31.) 

When John Wesley came to the end of 
his “unparalleled apostate,” with his 
eighty-eight years behind him and over 
sixty of unremitting activity and serv- 
ice, he was not sighing or longing for 
just one more year, or more of those 
amazing circuits of his. There was no 
hint of the best of his life being in the 
past. Not at all. Great as those tri- 
umphant years had been, these last 
hours of his were just as good as any. 
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The best was right here now, and he 
closed it all by saying, “The best of all 
is, God is with us.” And when Dean 
Stanley’s devotion put up the tablet to 
the Wesleys in Westminster Abbey, he 
summed all Wesley’s life in these own 
words of his: “The best of all is, God 
is with us.” And all the worst that.can 
happen to us must be judged by that. 
“And the people rested themselves 
upon the words of Hezekiah ...” (2 
Chron. 32:8).—Such language makes one 
think that the comforting words of Heze- 
kiah served as an easy chair or couch 
for the people to rest on—and, in real- 
ity, that is what they were. The spirit 
needs a resting place, as does the body. 
A chair, a couch, a bed will serve the 
purpose of the body; but the spirit must 
have the Word of the living God. 
The missionaries at a certain Chinese 
mission were ordered by the British 
legation to leave Sanyuan because of the 
dangers from conflicting soldiery. Carts 
were ordered, and all were ready to 
start the next day. Then it came over 
the missionaries that it would be dis- 
honoring God to go to a place of safety, 
leaving their flocks exposed. So a prayer 
meeting ‘was held with .the result that 
the carts were sent away and they 
stayed. They weére kept in peace of 
mind by the Word of God, although a 
robber band, a thousand strong, was 
marching on the city and was within 
twelve miles. Then came a terrific 
downpour of rain, such as had not been 
known for years, scattering the robbers 
and making the roads impassable. “It 
was, a small scale representation,” said 
the Expositor, “of the story of Senna- 
cherib’s host!” 
It is also an illustration of the memory 
verse, in connection with this lesson, 
“Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth” (Psa. 
124:8). 
O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while life shall last, 
And our eternal home! 

Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Hezekiah, king of Judah, 

was a good king, for all three of 
the records (2 Kings, 2 Chronicles, and 
Isaiah) state in the beginning of his 
biography that “he did that which was 
right in the sight of the Lord, according 
to all that David his [fore] father had 
done.” Yet he was far from perfect. 
He made two grievous mistakes. When 
the king of Assyria came with his armies 
and devastated Israel and carried away 
many captives, then turned his atten- 
tion to Judah, Hezekiah was overcome 
with fear, and when Sennacherib de- 
manded an enormous amount of tribute, 
he yielded. In order to pay, this, Heze- 

















. 


kiah “gave him all the silver that was 
found in the house of the Lord, and in 
the treasures of the king’s house. At 
that time did Hezekiah cut off the gold 
from the doors of the temple of the Lord, 
and from the pillars which Hezekiah 
king of Judah had overlaid, and gave 
it to the king of Assyria” (2 Kings 18: 
15, 16). This did him no good, for Sen- 
nacherib came right back and besieged 
Jerusalem again. 

Hezekiah's other mistake was one of 
pride, when later the king of Babylon 
sent a delegation to him with a present. 
“And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, 
and shewed them al]l] the house of his 
precious things, the silver, and the gold, 
and the spices, and the precious oint- 
ment, and all the house of his armour, 
and all that was found in his treasures: 
there was nothing in his house, nor in 
all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed 
them not” (2 Kings 20:13). This was 
very unwise, for the king of Babylon 
was not only Hezekiah’s unscrupulous 
enemy, but was God’s enemy, too, being 
a rank idolater. The Prophet Isaiah 
rebuked him for it, saying, “Behold, the 
days come, that all that is in thy house, 
and that which thy fathers have laid 
up in store unto this day, shall be carried 
into Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith 
the Lord” (v.17). And it all came true, 
but not in Hezekiah’s lifetime. 

One other interesting thing in Heze- 
kiah’s life: he became very ill, “sick 
unto death”; and Isaiah the prophet 
came to him and said: “Thus saith the 
Lord, Set thine house in order; for thou 
shalt die, and not live. Then he turned 
his face to the wall, and prayed unto the 
Lord ...and..,.. wept sore. And it 
came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone 
out into the middle court, that the 
word of the Lord came to him, saying, 
Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the cap- 
tain of my people, Thus saith the Lord, 
the God of David thy [fore] father, I 
have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy 
tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the 
third day thou shalt go up unto the 
house of the Lord. And I will add unto 
thy days fifteen years; and I ‘will de- 
liver thee and this city out of the hand 
of the king of Assyria; and I will de- 
fend this city for mine own sake, and 
for my servant David’s sake” (20:1-6). 

I believe this is the only case in all 
the world’s record where any king or 
anyone else was granted by the Lord 
an extension of life for a definite period 
of time. Hezekiah could write it down 
in his journal and have his tombstone 
carved with dates of birth and death 
exactly fifteen years in advance. That 
must have been very interesting to Heze- 
kiah, and not much less so to all his 
family and to his public. For if there 
is one thing that is certain in this life, 
it is life’s uncertainty as to the time 
of its ending. Of course, one’s health 
has much to do witih life expectancy, 
and the insurance companies’ actuaries 
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are giving us Americans an average 
life expectancy of around seventy years, 
based on their policy records, but they 
cannot guarantee that to anyone. 

And even you fellows in your teens 
have no way of knowing you will be 
alive another twenty-four hours. There 
are SO many ways these days for life to 
be snuffed out suddenly. Press dis- 
patches recently have reported a greatly 
increased number of juvenile fatalities: 
principally by fire, gunshot, drowning, 
and always the terrific toll of automobile 
accidents. A fellow should be very sure 
he is ready for “the call,” for it may 
come even in his youth. The only way 
to be ready is to accept Jesus Christ as 
his Saviour; then he is safe, and in the 
service of that Saviour he can be happy, 
finding his greatest satisfactions in a 
real Christian life—whether it be for 
fifteen years more or to a good old age. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UR story today is so important that 
it is recorded three times in the 
Bible: 2 Kings, 2 Chronicles, and Isaiah. 
Last week we talked about the happy 
time of Hezekiah’s reign. Why was it 
happy? (Because he got the people to 
turn back to God and to celebrate the 
Passover. And he invited everyone 
from Israel who wanted to come, as well 
as from Judah.) Right. You remember 
that they had ,two weeks of rejoicing 
at that time. The next chapter, 2 Chron- 
icles 31, tells that the people brought 
their tithes abundantly and faithfully, so 
that this revival was not just two weeks 
long: it affected the people’s hearts and 
lives long after the two weeks had 
passed. 

Hezekiah had been reigning only a 
short time when Israel was carried into 
captivity by Assyria. The Bible dis- 
tinctly teaches that God allowed this 
because the northern kingdom was com- 
pletely given over to idolatry, in spite 
of great prophets such as Elijah and 
Elisha, whom God sent again and again 
to warn them. Knowing this, Hezekiah 
tried most earnestly to stamp idolatry 
out of Judah. Read 2 Kings 18:3, 4. 
No so-called “holy” thing is to be wor- 
shiped. Our worship must be reserved 
for God alone. 

Now read 2 Kings 18:5, 6. What a 
wonderful recommendation this was for 
Hezekiah, and it is written in the Book 
that will last forever! If these things 
had not been true of this king, our 
story today would have been very dif- 
ferent. 

Seven years after the downfall of 
Israel, Sennacherib, ruler of Assyria, 
came to attack Judah in deadly earnest. 
King Hezekiah knew that Assyria was 
conquering the surrounding nations one 
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by one. Read 2 Chronicles 32:1-8 to see 
what preparations the king made in 
Judah. (Stopped up the wells outside 
Jerusalem so that the enemy could get 
no water. Built up the wall of Jeru- 
salem where it had been broken down, 
and then built another wall outside of 
that one. Organized all the population 
into an army. Made darts and shields. 
Encouraged the people in the Lord.) 
What faith Hezekiah showed! Senna- 
cherib had an army ever so much bigger 
than that of Judah. In fact, the As- 
syrians taunted the Jews by saying that 
Sennacherib would give them two thou- 
sand horses if they could raise two thou- 
sand soldiers to ride them! But Heze- 
kiah said that his side was stronger, 
because the Lord was with Judah. He 
was right, for God is greater than all 
the people in the world put together! 
Sennacherib sent three army captains 
as his representatives to Jerusalem to 
tell the Jews to surrender at any cost. 
Read what they said in verses 9-16. 


When they were saying that the Jews~ 


should not expect their God to deliver 
them, because the gods of the other 
nations they had conquered had not de- 
livered them, of what great fact were 
they ignorant? (That the God of Judah 
was the true and living God.) Right. 
Rab-shakeh, spokesman for the Assyrian 
embassy, did his best.to persuade the 
Jews to surrender to Sennacherib. He 
promised them peace and plenty if they 
would, and, at the same time, tried to 
terrify them so that they would be afraid 
not to. Hezekiah sent three godly Jews 
out to confer with them. The Assyrians 
were talking the Hebrew language so 
that all the Jews on the city wall could 
understand what he said. The Jewish 
embassy asked them to speak in the 
Assyrian language as all three of them 
could understand it very well. But Rab- 
shakeh shouted out all the louder in 
the Hebrew language to frighten the 
people of Judah into yielding, in spite 
of Hezekiah, their king. Turn to Isaiah 
36:21 to find the result. Since the Jews 
would give him no answer, Rab-shakeh 
told them of the vengeance Sennacherib 
would execute when he conquered Jeru- 
salem. Then he went back to report 
the failure of his mission. Hezekiah’s 
men went back to tell him the wicked 
things the Assyrian embassy had said. 
Read Isaiah 37:1. Hezekiah knew the 
place of refuge; he went in to the house 
of the Lord. Read 2 Chronicles 32:20. 
Those two great men of God did some 
real praying that day, and the Lord 
heard and answered. 

When Sennacherib heard Rab-shakeh’s 
report, he wanted to go at once to Jeru- 
salem to wipe out all the Jews, but he 
had to turn back to his own land, be- 
cause the king of Ethiopia was coming 
to fight Assyria! However, he sent a 
letter to King Hezekiah to the effect 


-that as soon as the war with Ethiopia 


was over, he would return and destroy 
Jerusalem. 
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Read Isaiah 37:14 to see what Heze- 
kiah did with that letter. He did the 
very wisest thing possible—he spread 
it out before the Lord and told Him 
all ahout it. Read verses 18-20. God 
heard and answered his prayer without 
Judah’s having to go to war at all! 
Read Isaiah 37:36-38. That very night 
God sent deliverance to His people: 
When the Assyrian army arose in the 
morning, they found one hundred eighty- 
five thousand of their soldiers had died 
in the night. So the king of Assyria 
went back to his capital in disgrace, in- 
stead of as world conqueror. Later, two 
of his sons killed him while he was wor- 
shiping in his heathen temple. 

King Hezekiah and all Judah rejoiced 
in the great deliverance God had 
wrought for them. 

Hezekiah met this great crisis in his 
country successfully because he met it 
in the Lord’s strength. In the years be- 
fore, he had been stamping out idol 
worship and serving the Lord. 
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A Christian’s failure or success in a 
time of crisis depends largely on the 
extent to which he has put God first 
in his life all along. King Hezekiah 
had been doing this from the first day 
of his reign, so he was ready for this 
great test. Now read 2 Chronicles 32: 
32, 33 which ends the earthly life of 
this great king of Judah. His life on 
earth closed with honor, and he will be 
one of the honored ones in the future 
life, because he put God first, and trusted 
and obeyed Him all of ‘his days. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
‘ we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Constitutional Monarch or Absolute 

Lord?—Our help is in the name of the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth 
(Psa. 124:8, Golden Text). I remember 
at one of our testimony meetings, a man 
stood up and said he had received a 
great blessing at Keswick. They asked 
him, “What can you say about it?” 
“Well,” he replied, “I can say this: I 
was a Christian before I came to Kes- 
wick. Christ was my King, but I am 
afraid He was a constitutional sovereign 
and I was a prime minister. Now He is 
absolute Lord, and that has made all 
the differehce in my life, and brought a 
blessing.”—From the Rev. G. W. Moore. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


The Christian’s Weapons.—And when 
Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib was 
come, and that he was purposed to fight 
against Jerusalem (2 Chron. 32:2). If 
God’s people take the kind of stand they 
must, to walk daily with Him, they most 
surely will make enemies. It is impos- 
sible to escape it. But, beloved fellow 
Christian, just remember this: Don’t try 
to fight with carnal weapons. If you 
do, the Lord will let you, and the Devil 
will laugh at you and make a fool of 
you, and the Lord will permit this to 
prove to you He, alone, is your avenger. 
Our weapons are the weapons He sup- 
plies to His own, and mighty ones they 
are! A sorry spectacle, indeed, before 
a godless crowd, is the Christian who 
gets “mad” and insists on his “rights”! 
Always take the quiet way, beloved, the 
safe way, the way of dignity, the vic- 
torious way. “The Lord of hosts is his 
name.”—From a friend’s letter. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. Prize illus- 
tration. 


A Cup of Cold Water to a President. 
—And spake comfortably (2 Chron. 
32:6).. A touching story is told of Abra- 
ham Lincoln, bowed under the burden of 
civil conflict, and the dear old Quaker lady 
who had to stand on tiptoe to whisper 
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in his ear. “Friend Abraham,” she said 
quaintly, “thee need not think thee 
stands alone. We are praying for thee. 
The hearts of the people are with thee. 
The Lord hath appointed thee and thee 
will not fail. Take comfort, friend 
Abraham, the Lord is with thee.” The 
gaunt form straightened up. “You have 
given a cup of cold water to a very 
thirsty man. You have done me a great 
kindness."—From “What Is Devotion 
Worth?” by the Rev. J. Wallace Hamil- 
ton. Sent by J. B. Dengis, Hamilton, 
Ont., Can. 


Courageous Men Needed.—Be strong 
and courageous, be not afraid (2 Chron. 
32:7). There is a story to the effect that 
a certain society in South Africa once 
wrote to David Livingstone: “Have you 
found a good road to where you are? 
If so, we want to know how to send 
other men to join you.” Livingstone 
replied, “If you have men who will come 
only if they know there is a good road, 
I don’t want them. I want men strong 
and courageous, who will come if there 
is no road at all.” What a crying need 
there is for such men in the work of 
Christ today!—From the Christian Busi- 
ness Men’s League Bulletin. Sent by the 
Rev. Guru Manickam, Woriur, Trichi- 
nopoly, S. India. 


A Fearless Preacher.—Be strong and 
courageous, ... with us is the Lord our 
God to help us (2 Chron. 32:7, 8). On 
one occasion Peter Cartwright was 
preaching in a little Southern church, 
and denouncing sin in his usual vigor- 
ous manner. General Stonewall Jack- 
son walked in. Someone near the pulpit 
said in a low tone to the speaker, “Gen- 
eral Jackson is here.” “And who is 
General Jackson?” asked the fearless 
speaker. “If he doesn’t repent of his 
sin, God will damn his soul as quick as 
though he were a Guinea Negro.” The 
listeners feared that the General would 
be very angry, but, instead, he was well 
pleased, and said, “If I had an army of 
such fearless men, I could be victorious 
in every attack.”—From “500 Scriptural 
Anecdotes,” by Harold F. Sayles. Sent 
by, Thomas H. Hohn, Greensburg, Pa. 


Within the Circle of God’s Will.—With 
us is the Lord our God to help us, and 
to fight our battles (2 Chron. 32:8). The 
late Dr. Frank H. Leavell, who for many 
years was head of Southern Baptist stu- 
dent work, told of a visit he made to 
Baptist college campuses in Latin Amer- 
ica. At one point he found difficulties 
in the student program that gave him 
no little concern. The next day as he 
left that campus to fly to another en- 
gagement the weather was stormy. His 
concefn about the advisibility of flying 
in such weather added to his burden. 
But as the plain gained altitude and 
leveled off for its flight, Dr. Leavell 
roused a bit from his thoughts and 
looked out the plane window to see a 
perfect rainbow against a mass of white 
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clouds. Within the circle rested the 
shadow of the plane in which he was 
flying. Dr, Leavell said that this spec- 
tacular sight seemed to him to be a 
message from the Lord reminding him 
that God is ever present to help us bear 
our burdens. The cloud of worry that 
had pressed so close about him was dis- 
pelled. He took fresh courage in the 
thought that God’s love encircles all our 
lives, and that if we move within the 
circle of His will we need not be anxious 
about anything.—From Baptist Training 
Union Magazine. Sent by Mrs, C, D. 
Rhymes, Monticello, Miss. 


What Does the World Hear in You?— 
Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, 
and his goodness, behold, they are writ- 
ten in the vision of Isaiah the prophet 
(2 Chron, 32:32). When the world puts 
its ear to our work, it should hear in 
it -all—like the ocean in the shell—the 
great eternity to which we hasten.— 
From D. M, Panton, in the Dawn. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans, 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
(2 Chron. 32:1-3, 5-8) 


METHOD of review which may be 

enjoyed several times during these 
lessons on the kings may be called King 
of Questions. Cuta strip of yellow paper 
with some points to imitate a crown. 
Fasten it as a crown on the head of a 
pupil. He is king and may wear the 
crown as long as he can answer the 
questions the class members in turn 
ask him. The one who asks the ques- 
tion must know the answer, and, if 
the king fails, the questioner takes the 
crown and becomes king (or queen). 
In a similar way King of Quotes may 
review the Memory Verses. 

Do you think that those who follow 
the Lord are kept from having any 
troubles? No, but the Lord helps them 
through their troubles. There was Heze- 
kiah. You can tell the good things he 
did which pleased the Lord. After that 
happy Passover feast when sins were 
forgiven, the people went out through 
the whole country of Judah and parts 
of Israel, and tore down the idols and 
idol altars. Then they went back to 
their own homes. 


But there was danger coming! The 
powerful nation of Assyria conquered 
the country of Israel to the north be- 
cause Israe] had left the Lord. Assyria 
conquered nation after nation, or peace 
was made by surrender. Then came 
Hezekiah and Judah’s turn! They got 
ready as best they could. They filled 
up the wells and piped water under- 
ground into the city, so the enemy army 
would not find water to drink when 
they came. Walls were built, and many 
weapons and shields made. The people 
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For Wider Horizons 
in Vision and 


Service... 


Here’s a wonderful, convenierit 
opportunity for Christians to fel- 
lowship and relax while studying 
God’s Word and other subjects 
that will help them in serving the 
Lord better. Moody Summer 
School offers many advantages, 
in addition to a comprehensive 
curriculum, that will make your 
vacation a most pleasant and 
profitable one. 
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were organized. Hezekiah called the 
officers together in a wide space by the 
city gate. “Be brave and full of courage. 
Do not be afraid or worried by the 
King of Assyria and his big army. We 
have more with us than he has with him. 
With him is just the strength of his big 
army. With us is the Lord our God to 
help us and to fight our battles.” Then 
the people felt safer. 

The King of Assyria sent very threat- 
ening letters to Hezekiah to try to make 
him surrender; that they would all die 
of starvation when he came to besiege 
the city; that the gods of other peoples 
could not save them, and, of course, 
Hezekiah’s God could do no better. 


Hezekiah took a letter to the Temple 


and prayed to God that He would show 
His mighty power because He was a 
real, living God and not just a thing 
of stone or wood that could be burned 
up. “O Lord our God, save us from his 
hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth 
may know that thou art the Lord, even 
thou only” (Isa, 37:20). God sent His 


prophet Isaiah to tell Hezekiah that his 
prayer would be answered, that God 
would defend His name against the in- 
sulting king of Assyria. That king would 
not even come into the city of Jeru- 
salem nor shoot an arrow at it, but go 
The angel of the Lord 


back home. 
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killed 185,000 of the Assyrian men as 
they were in camp. The rest went back 
to their own land. Some months later 
the king of Assyria was murdered by 
two of his own sons, 

There are other interesting stories 
about Hezekiah: how he got fifteen 
years added to his life; how the sun’s 
shadow went backwards on the sun dial; 
how Hezekiah’s pride brought trouble 
on his family. You can read them in 
Isaiah 38 and 39. 

Some troubles will come to good peo- 
ple. But God will help us through them 
and out of them. “Be strong and cour- 
ageous, be not afraid nor dismayed ... 
with us is the Lord our God to help us” 
(2 Chron. 32:7, 8, Memory Verse). 

Orono, MAINE. 

ve 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HE alert Primary’ child may hear 

words over this particular week end 
that are new: “Decoration Day” and 
“Memorial Day.” Probably he will won- 
der what these terms mean. You can 
prepare him in advance. Tell him their 
meaning today. The following object 
lesson may be helpful. Encourage him 
(at the conclusion) to tell his parents 


“the years"ahead. As a Chae? 
— yes in the ministry 


aa 


BIBLE TR AINING is B ASIC 


» with sees oo Pupil ps2 
meportaee. Eovreseesave it to his future 





May 14, 1955 


and friends the lesson that he learns 
today. Wherever he sees the American 
flag tomorrow, he can repeat today’s 
lesson. 

Get an inexpensive American flag 
(usually about 15-cents in 5-and-10-cent 
stores), small enough to fit on your flan- 
nel board. Back it with flannel if it 
will not adhere to the board. Cut from 
green construction paper a long, narrow 
piece to represent the flagpole. From 
gold paper, cut a small eagle to use at 
the top of the mast. 





Tomorrow you will doubtless see many 
American flags flying. That is because 
it is a holiday. The day is really known 
as Memorial Day—a day when we re- 
member the soldiers who have died in 
battle. We honor them on this day each 


* year by putting flowers on their graves 


—decorating their graves, really. So it 
is that sometimes this day is known as 
Decoration Day. If you pass a cemetery 
late tomorrow, you will see many flags and 
lovely plants and flowers on the graves. 
When you see a flag tomorrow, be sure 
to tell the people around you what you 
learned today in this lesson: 

The eagle which often is on top of 
the flagpole reminds us of Heaven. In 
Heaven, you know, the streets are paved 
with pure gold (Rev. 21:21). Heaven 
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is a beautiful, wonderful place. It is a 
place which the Lord Jesus is preparing 
for those who love Him. 

(Referring to the black background 
on your flannel board): Sin-has spoiled 
everything and everyone here on earth. 
But there will be no sin in Heaven. One 

day God sent His precious Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, down to earth. He 
lived a perfect life. He never did or 
said or even thought one wrong thing. 
(As you mention this, place the flag on 
the board and point to the red stripes.) 
God’s Word tells us that if we believe 
that the Lord Jesus died for us, we can 
have our sins forgiven (1 John 1:7). If 
we believe in Him and receive Him as 
our Saviour (point to the white stripes), 
He washes our hearts and makes them 
whiter than snow (Psa. 51:7). 

This He did, not only for people in 
America, but for everyone (point out 
the blue field) under the whole sky! 
Our green flagpole reminds us of grow- 
ing things. Green things, (trees, grass, 
plants) are growing things. And the 
Christian grows by knowing the Lord 
Jesus better and doing good works (2 
Pet. 3:18). (Place the pole to the right 
of the flag—which, of course is the wrong 
side. ‘The children will notice this im- 
mediately and call it to your attention.) 
Oh, yes! The flagpole -belongs on the 
other side. You know, that reminds us 
that there are many people who think 
that by doing good works, they can get 
to Heaven. Good works are fine. But 
they will never, never, never make us 
ready for Heaven. We must first of 
all be born into God's family by re- 
ceiving the Lord Jesus as our Saviour. 
After that, we want to do good works. 
And we should do good works. Just as 
the flagpole has a particular place, so 
good works have a particular place. 
(Teacher: You will elaborate on all of 
this as you would if you were using the 
Wordless Book.) 

Our American soldiers who have died 
in many wars, and whom we especially 
honor tomorrow, Memorial Day, were 
not the first ones to have gone to battle. 
No, indeed! Our Bible tells us of many, 
many wars in the long ago. 

One day good King Hezekiah learned 
that the army of Assyria was setting up 
its tents all around Jerusalem. The king 
of Assyria’sent a message to King Heze- 
kiah saying that he was going to take 
the City of Jerusalem. And, said he, 
“There is no use trying to fight against 
me. I’ve won every other war with 
every other country. Their gods didn’t 
help them and your God can’t help you, 
either!” 

Good King Hezekiah’s people were 
afraid. But he comforted them by say- 
ing, “With us is the Lord our God to 
help us, and to fight our battles.” Heze- 
kiah had walked with God and loved 
Him. No wonder he trusted so com- 
pletely in his Heavenly Father! 

King Hezekiah knew that the As- 
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syrians had a great big army. He went 
to God’s house. He asked God to care 
for His people. And do you know what 
happened? That night, when everyone 
was sound asleep, God sent an angel into 
the Assyrian camp and killed many of 
the soldiers. And the rest ran away! 
Then the king of Assyria knew that good 
King Hezekiah and his people served 
the true and living God. And the same 
Lord God who cared for King Hezekiah’s 
people is with us and will help us! 
LANCASTER, Pa, ; 
we 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 392) 

1. Sargon claimed the credit for fin- 
ishing the job begun by Shalmaneser 
(2 Kings 18:9; Isa, 20:1). 

2. Sennacherib. 

3. Isaiah (2 Kings 19:2-7, 20-34). 

4. Two (2 Kings 18:17-35; 19:8-13). 

5. He gave tribute to Sennacherib (2 
Kings 18: 14-16). 

6. They were in a broken-down state 
when Sennacherib advanced into Judah 
(2 Chron. 32:5). 

7. It cut a water supply off from the 
enemy, and secured the water supply of 
the city. 

_ 8. By divine 
19:35). 

9. He carefully avoids saying that he 
captured it. 

10. In his pride he showed the Ba- 
bylonian delegation all his treasures (2 
Chron. 32:31; 2 Kings 20:12-19). 

ELMHuvrstT, ILL. 
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Are the Ten Tribes Lost? 


(Continued from second page) 


returning parties. Although in a broad 
sense the dispersion continued, and still 
continues today in that individual tribes 
cannot be positively identified, the Jews, 
as a nation, have been preserved dis- 
tinct from other peoples. 

When the rebuilt Temple was dedi- 
cated “a sin-offering for all Israel, twelve 
he goats, according to the number of the 
tribes of Israel” was made (Ezra 6:17). 
Later, when Ezra arrived with a new 
group, they “offered burnt-offerings unto 
the God of Israel, twelve bullocks for 
all Israel, . . . and twelve he goats for 
a sin-offering™ (Ezra 8:35). Evidently 
the returned exiles regarded themselves 
as the nucleus and representatives of 
the whole nation. 

The terms “Jew” and “Israelite” be- 
came synonymous from about the time 
of the Captivity, as may be seen in the 
books of Nehemiah and Esther and in 
the New Testament, and there are many 
evidences that the Lord Jesus and the 
apostles, like the post-Exilic prophets 
before them, regarded the “Jews” as 
representatives of “all Israel” some of 
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ing B.D. and M.A. in Biblical Education degrees. 


Address inquiries to the Dean 


GORDON COLLEGE 
A.B. and B.S. Degrees in Liberal Arts 
GORDON DIVINITY SCHOOL 
B.D. Degree for Pastors, Teachers, Missionaries 


NEW PRINCEMERE CAMPUS ON BOSTON’S NORTH SHORE 
Evangelical — Interdenominational 


T. LEONARD LEWIS, Th.D., President 
Box S Beverly Farms, Mass. 





- = 
Dallas Theological Seminary 
and Graduate School of Theology 

A denominationally unrelated seminary now in 
3lst year offering four-year standard theological 
curriculum for college graduates leading to Th. 
graduate work toward Th.D. Biblical, conserva- 
tive, premillennial. Recognized by government. 


Dr. John F. Walvoord, President 
Write Registrar: 3909 Swiss Ave., Dallas 4, Texas 





DETROIT BIBLE INSTITUTE 
17370 Meyers Road Detroit 35, Michigan 
Roy L. Aldrich, Th.D., President 
Courses: a ng Missions, Music, Chris- 


tian Education Maj 5-year Bible-Theology 
Course. ' Scholarly acuity, sound Bible teaching, 
spacious campus, new interd 





tional. Write for catalog. 


GRACE BIBLE INSTITUTE 
1515 South 10th Street Omaha 8, Nebraska 
A great school growing greater by God’s grace. 
Collegiate degree courses of your choice—4 years. 


Also diploma courses—3 years. Tuition nominal. 
Catalog free. Investigate now. 


Harold D. Burkholder, M.A., B.D., D.D., Pres. 





THE KING’S COLLEGE 
Percy B. Crawford, President 
New campus at Briarcliff Manor, N, Y. 
When thinking of a Christian College, consider 
the new King’s College. 
Chartered by the New York Board of Regents 
4-year liberal arts courses 
2-year secretarial courses 
Write for catalog, Registrar, The King’s College, 
Briarcliff Manor, N. Y. 





EASTERN BAPTIST COLLEGE 
St. Davids, Pa. 


Serving young men and women with a Christ 
centered, fully accredited, four-year liberal arts 
program leading to the B.A. degree. Small classes 
—consecrated faculty—beautiful 75-acre campus. 


For catalog—write Office of the Dean 


MARION COLLEGE 


Marion, Indiana 


Educational opportunity on a Christian campus. 
Liberal Arts, Fine Arts, Teacher preparation, and 
Theological education. Degrees offered — 
.S. in , A.B. with Religion Major, the “Five 
year Th. B.” Inthe Wesleyan tradition. 
A catalog on request—write Dept. ST. 
Wm. F. McConn, President 





Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Philadelphia 31, Pa. 
For 30 years, the theological y preparing 
young men to take ““‘The Whole Gospel to the 
Whole World.” Academic integrity, evangelistic 
spirit and a comprehensive field work program for 
practical experience make Eastern outstanding. 





For new catalog—write Office of the Dean 


The Missionary Training Institute 
Nyack, New York 
NYACK offers diploma and degree courses in 


Christian Education Missions 
Theology Sacred Music 


“America’s First Bible School’’ 
Write for catalog 





Faith Theological Seminary 
Elkins Park, Philadelphia 17, Pa. 
STANDARD THREE-YEAR POST-COLLEGI- 
ATE COURSE. Furnishes the basic course re- 
quired for advanc Christian service in the 

pastorate, mission field, or specialized work. 
LEADING TO B.D., M.R.E., and S.T.M. DE- 
GREES. Send for illustrated catalog to: 

Dr. Peter Stam, Jr., Dean and Registrar 
“For the faith once delivered unto the saints” 


Northeastern Bible Institute 

Essex Fells, N. J. 
3-year daytime courses majoring in Bible, Mis- 
sions and Sacred Music; offering also a course in 
Missionary Aviation leading to CAA private and 
commercial pilot’s license. 
Beautiful 13-acre campus in residential northern 
New ereey only 45 minutes from Times Square, 
New 

“Chee. W. Anderson, President 
Write for catalogue 





Fort Wayne Bible College 
Dr. S. A. Witmer, President 
Decrees: Bachelor of Arts, Theology, Science, 
Religious Education, Sacred Music, and rr 
Education. Majors in Bible and Theolo; 
seminary, missions, nursi , Ch ristian e ~B mq 
and elementary and music education. Also 


diploma courses. 
Write for catalog 


814 West Rudisill Boulevard 
Fort Wayne 6 - «© « « «= Indians 








PACIFIC BIBLE INSTITUTE 


OF FRESNO 
2149 Tuolumne Street Fresno 21, Calif. 
BIBLE MISSIONS MUSIC 


Three-year Biblé Institute Course 
Two-year Sacred Music Course 
Accredited Junior College Courses 
Evangelistic and Missionary in Emphasis 
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whom, however, were still dispersed 
among the Gentiles (John 7:35), and 
referred to as the “diaspora.” Many of 
these returned from time-to time for 
the great “feasts,” as indicated in Acts 
2:5-13, 

Much has been made by some groups, 
particularly the adherents of Anglo- 
Israelism, of the Lord’s command in Mat- 
thew 10, directing His disciples to go 
to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” 
to support the idea that there were then, 
and are now, “lost” descendants. of the 
ten tribes of the northern kingdom. 
However, it should be evident that the 
Lord had in mind here the whole house 
of Israel, and not any particular “lost” 
group. All Israel were lost sheep be- 
cause they “all like sheep have 
gone astray; and have turned every one 
to his own way” (Isa. 53:6). 

As for the Samaritans, it is generally 
believed that they were a hybrid race 
that sprang from the intermarriage of 
remnants that were left in the land after 
the people of the northern kingdom were 
carried away into captivity and the 
colonists from Babylonia, Hanaz and 
Arabia with which the land was repopu- 
lated. Josephus says that when the Jews 
were in prosperity, the Samaritans 
claimed that they were their blood allies, 
but when they saw them in adversity 
they declared they had no relationship 
to them but were descended from the 
Assyrian immigrants. 

Concerning the twelve apostles, there 
is nothing in the Scriptures to indicate 
that they were chosen with any regard 
whatever to their tribal background. 
There seems to have been no thought 
of having a representative from each of 
the twelve tribes in the apostolic band. 
In fact, there were among them three 
sets of brothers. 

It should be noted from James 1:1 that 
there is no suggestion of the separate 
houses of Judah and Israel. James is 
careful to mention “the twelve tribes” 
thus referring to his Christian brethren 
in all twelve of the tribes. Likewise 
when the prophecies of Matthew 19:28 
and Revelation 21:12, 14 are fulfilled, 
all Israel will be represented. 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, May 29 
We Remember Heroes of Faith and Peace 
(Heb. 11:7-10; Rom. 12:16-18) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


N THIS Sunday before the day on 
which our nation remembers both 
the living and the dead who have fought 
for our country, it is fitting that we as 
Christian young people, while in no way 
detracting from the glory of our national 
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heroes, should in a special way remem- 
ber the heroes of faith. The eleventh 
chapter of Hebrews, from which one of 
the Scripture portions for this week’s 
topic is chosen, gives an imposing list 
of men and women of the Old Testament 
who stood firm in their faith in God in 
spite of bodily afflictions, suffering, the 
loss of possessions and family and 
friends, and sometimes loss of life itself. 
We may add to this list many from the 
New Testament such as, the eleven apos- 
tles, Joseph of Arimathaea, the healed 
blind man of John 9, and even Paul and 
Barnabas, and the like. 


e 
one 


One thing we need to remember in 
thinking about the heroes of the faith is 
’ that they were all men and women of 
’ like passions as we are (Jas. 5:7). Many 
of them had no particular gift of brav- 
ery or special endowment of endurance. 
No doubt many of them in the midst 
of their trials trembled, as we would 
under the same circumstances. But they 
had one quality in common that brought 
them through each test triumphantly— 
they believed what God had said, and 
they obeyed God when He spoke. Even 
when there was not the slightest out- 
ward evidence that what God promised 
would come to pass, they simply and 
persistently believed His word, not to 
see whether or not it would come true, 
but because they steadfastly believed 
His word was true. In nearly every ex- 
ample given, the individual might have 
had an easier time, or more of this 
world’s goods, or a better reputation in 
the eyes of his fellow men had he yielded 
to circumstances and pressure instead of 
standing firm upon the word of God. 
As was said of Moses, they esteemed 
“the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures of Egypt” (Heb. 11: 
26). With their eyes upon the invisible 
God they did not fear the wrath of men 
(v. 27). 
ye 
We may add to the list of men and 
women mentioned in the Old and New 
Testaments many in later years who 
dared to believe God and His Word, and 
refused to be awed or deterred by men. 
There were such men as Huss and Luther 
and Calvin and Knox, some of whom 
feared not their lives unto the death, and 
others who were willing to be misunder- 
stood, or despised, or ridiculed because 
of their faith in the Word of God. To 
the names of such men we must add the 
great company of faithful missionaries 
who have gone out to proclaim the Gos- 
pel of Christ to the uttermost parts of 
the world. Many of these have left 
friends and comforts and lives of com- 
parative ease and security in order to 
be fools for Christ’s sake (1 Cor. 4:10) 
in the eyes of the world. Perhaps there 
are some who have gone out from your 
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Philadelphia Bible Institute 
1800 Arch Street Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Dr. William A. Mierop? President 
Dr. Clarence E. Mason, Jr., Dean 
Send for illustrated catalog to: 


LAURENCE A. LUFBURROW, Director , of 
Admissions, Room 204, 1800 Arch St., Phila. 3, Pa. 


“Character Before Career” 
Accredited college preparation for boys. Distinc- 
tive Christian ny Grades eight to college 
entrance. ys from fourteen states and eight 
foreign countries. 70-acre campus, accessible 
car ortrain. Thirty-fourth year Tose Sept. 16. 

For a catalogue, write the headmaster, 
Dr. Frank E. Gaebelei: 


n 
Box 30 Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 





PRAIRIE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Bible School Department, majoring in 


Bible, Missions, Christian Education, 
Music, Victorious Christian Living. 


High School Department, fully accredited. 
Consecrated Christian teachers. 
880 on foreign fields 

Write for catalog 


Low rates : 
Three Hills, ‘Alberta, Canada 


“ Three Schools With a Single Purpose” 
COLLEGE 
BIBLE SCHOOL 
SEMINARY 
“Distinctively Christian” 


Tennessee Temple Schools 


Dr. Lee Roberson, President 
Chattanooga . . - - Tennessee 





ROCKMONT COLLEGE 
Longmont, Colorado 


A four-year, Christ-centered, liberal arts college, 
with majors in Bible, music, education, socia 
studies, and business. Beautiful location at the 
foot of the Rockies. For information address: 


Rev. A. H. Yetter, Acting President 
Longmont, Colorado 


16 Spadina Road 
Toronto 4, Ontario, Canada 
Principal: Rev. E. L. Simmonds, M.A., B.D. 
Three-year Bible course with Missionary, Pastoral, 
Christian Education Options. Conservative, evan- 
gelical, with missionary emphasis. 62nd session 
commences Tuesday, September 13th. 


For further information write 


MISS E. V. ROBINSON, B.A., Registrar 








SEATTLE PACIFIC COLLEGE 


Seattle 99, Washington 


One of the leading and fastest growing accredited 
Christian colleges of America. 


ENROLLMENT ABOVE 900 
Teaching, Missionary, Nursing, Business, Musi- 
cianship, Pre-Medicine, Coaching. 

Intellectually Alert — Socially Wholesome 

Write for free 124-page catalog 

Dr. C. Hoyt Watson, President 


Western Baptist Bible College 
Train for Service in our Missions, Christian 


Education, Pastoral, and Music Courses. 


Write President H. O. Van Gilder for details of 
three or comm goer courses. 
Ask for FREE Catalog. 


528 Thirty-third St. Dept. ST Oakland, Calif. 





SHELTON COLLEGE 


Ringwood, New Jersey 
Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 


High academic standards on a sound Bible-believ- 
ing basis. Liberal arts training leading to 
degree in English,* Philosophy, Social ae 
Greek, Semitics, Hebrew, and Koine, and 
degree in Christian education and Bible. 


Write for catalog 





Western Conservative Baptist 
Theological Seminary 


Graduate Theological School offering courses 
a to M.R.E., B.D., and Th.M. degrees. 
lege Department offering 3-year courses lead- 
_ ry ih R.E. and Th.B. degrees for students with 
ours of prerequisite liberal arts. 
Catalog on request 


5511 S.E. Hawthome Bivd. Portland 15, Oregon 





Southeastern Bible College 
1401 South 29th Street Birmingham 5, Alabama 
Dr. Charles Seidenspinner, President 


Full-orbed curriculum to provide training for 
Christian service. . . . Bible and Theological studies 
with basic Liberal Arts... . 4- year course leading 
to Bachelor of Biblical Arts or Bachelor of Religi- 
ous Education. Tuition free. 


Write for catalog 


‘ 





WHEATON ACADEMY 
A Department of Wheaton College 
“For Christ and His Kingdom” 


If your boy or girl will be ready for high school 
this fall--consider Wheaton Academy. Write to- 
day for catalog and illustrated bulletin. 


Address the Director 


Dept. 55ST Wheaton, Illinois 





SOUTHLAND BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Pikeville, Kentucky 


offers One YEAR Practicat TRAINING Course 


Three-year diploma course includes—Bible, Song 
leading, Personal evangelism, Christian education, 
Bible study methods 


Electives: Evangelistic piano playing, typing. 
Approved for G.I. Bill. Write for information. 


WINNIPEG BIBLE INSTITUTE 
and COLLEGE OF THEOLOGY 
2 Evergreen Place, Winnipeg, Canada 
Evangelical in Doctrine. Non-sectarian in Spirit. 
Missionary in Objective. 

Institute Division offers 3-year courses leading to 
diploma. 


College Division offers b. -year courses leading to 
B.Th. and B.R.E. degrees. 





Write for catalog 
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THE AMERICAN-EUROPEAN 
BETHEL MISSION 


An Unusual Mission to Israel 


After fifty-six years of severe trials under Czarism, 
Nazism, Communism, and fanaticism, this faith work 
is steadily marching on, under the Lord’s signal blessing. 
Outgoing from the United States, it is carrying the 
message of Israel’s Messiah, Jesus, the Saviour of the world, to unregenerate Jews in Europe and in 
the Holy Land, as well as in neighboring Turkey. 

In our unique Memorial Orphanage at Haifa, Israel, destitute orphans, especially those of Hebrew- 
Christians, are being shepherded in the Spirit of Christ.. This Memorial honors the Lord by re-establish- 
ing a great testimony of the same kind as that which the Mission carried on in Poland—where many 
precious orphans were massacred by the Nazis. 

_Our Memorial Orphanage in Haifa is now filled to capacity. Many needy boys and girls are on the 
waiting list. There is an urgent need for EXPANSION, to provide dormitory space and classrooms 
for our own Evangelical School. These needs are awaiting 
allocations of the Lord’s money. Your prayers and sym- 
pathetic Christian co-operation are earnestly requested. 

Ours is a FAITH work—non-denominational and 
non-sectarian. Literature sent free upon request. Address 
all communications to 


THE AMERICAN-EUROPEAN 
BETHEL MISSION, INC. 


252 N. Dillon Street Dept. ST Los Angeles 26, Calif. 





| a meeting of Hebrew Christians in Jerusalem 














—[{{{[—S2 SE 
RED FEATHER LAKES BIBLE CONFERENCE 


“An Old Conference in a New Place” 
Will hold its 1955 Bible Conference at 


BEAR TRAP RANCH 
18 miles west of Colorado Springs 
JULY 17-24 
William P. Whittemore, Director 


Speakers: Dr. David Laurie, Dr. Harold Burkholder, Rev. Harold Etter, Rev. Jesse Jones, 
Rev. Phillip Wichem, Rev. J. C. Hoover. 


For information write: Mrs. Alda M. Sigafoos, 1001 Gallup Avenue, Littleton, Colorado 




















— to TWO of MBC’S teen-age and adult Conferences and 
YOU are invited Conversation for Christ clinics. 
1. JUNE 13-19—Hotel Lake Louise, Toccoa, Georgia 


Philip R. Newell of MOODY, Paul VanGorder of Atlanta, Bible 
teachers; and Mrs. E. M. McClusky, conversation clinic. 


2. JULY 11-15—Shelton College, Ringwood, N. J. 
, Wm. R. Randolph, Lancaster, Ps., and Mrs. McClusky. 
Write MIRACLE BOOK CLUB, Inc., 50 Avery Drive, NE, Atlanta 5, Ga. 














Whoever starts to read this story of th JUNGLE DOCTOR 


is not likely to put the book down until he has read the last word! 


“Gently I pulled the unbleached calico sheet over the little 
chap’s head. I groaned! To think this had been going on 
for years, and I had been sitting complacently at home! But 
now I could do nothing more about it. I was the unfortunate 
in the front line who had to watch suffering and death stalk 
through the land almost unchecked.” 


Paul White’s irri a4 


poctor of TANGANYIKA 


American Edition— Publication in May—At your bookstore, $3.00 
WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 
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church or who have spoken to your 
young people’s group. 
bd 

The challenge for those of us who are 
considering this topic this week is found 
in the twelfth chapter of Hebrews, which 
follows the portion in our lesson. Here 
the men and women who had dared to 
believe and to obey God in spite of ob- 
stacles and trials and difficulties are 
likened to a great crowd of observers 
where a foot race is being run. You and 
I are the runners, and the challenge to 
us is to discard everything that would 
hinder us from running the race (Heb. 
12:1). No athlete would line up for a 
race clothed in the heavy clothing that 
might be entirely in order if he were at 
home, or if he were going out for a 
stroll. So, in the Christian race in which 
we are participants we are to take a 
lesson from winners of the past who are 
now watching with interest what we 
will do. There are some things that 
are not necessarily harmful, that may be 
in order in the lives of those who are not 
running in the Christian race, but they 
have no place in our lives. Instead, we 
are to run with perseverance the race 
that God has set before us, keeping our 
eyes fixed upon the Lord Jesus, who 
has laid out the course, who has run 
it before us, and who is the perfecter of 
our faith. His example of despising the 
shame and the suffering and going to 
the cross for the sake of the joy that 
was set before Him of redeeming us, 
is to be our inspiration and our Safe- 
guard against becoming weary or dis- 
couraged. He is the perfecter of our 
faith as He was of the faith of the 
heroes of old, but He looks upon us to 
lay aside the weights and to run look- 
ing—looking in His Word, which tells 
us about Him and His love and provision 
for us, and looking to Him in prayer 
and fellowship, and thus give Him the 
opportunity to do in our hearts what 
He wants to do, 


PHILADELPHIA, { 


ve 
With the New Books 


Path of the Dawning Light. By Gwynn 
McLendon Day. (Broadman Press, Nash- 
ville 3, Tenn., $1.75.) Deep, rich, and 
heart-inspiring are the precious truths 
in this lovely little book. Here are plain 
statements of Christian doctrine, but 
warm, gentle, and Spirit-filled, and 
brightened by many an apt illustration 
from real life. As a-devotional book 
this volume would be hard to surpass. 
Light is thrown on life’s pathway, and 
Christ and the Bible are exalted from 
cover to cover. A few of the many 
challenging chapter titles are: “Have 
You Won Your Wings?” “The Glory- 
Filled Life,” “How Big Is Your Bible?” 
and “The High Cost of Sin.” 


Life Together. By Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 
(Harper & Bros., New York 16; $1.75.) 
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Che Sunday School Cimes 


Putri E. Howarp, JR. 
President and Editor 








Harry J. JAEGER 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary 





Hersert A. FRYLING 
Treasurer 





Joun W. Lane, JR. 
Associate Editor 





Correspondence Editor: E. May RICKARDS 
Contributing Editors: JosepH P. FREE, 
Ph.D., Archaeology; ERNEST GORDON. 
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Puitie E. HOwarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
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CuHarLes G. TRUMBULL, 1903-1941 


Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A. dollars 

$3.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $3.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, U.S.A., $12.50. 
Canada, $3.25 each; foreign, $4.00 
each. 

$2.50 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.50 each, per year. 
Canada, $2.75 each; foreign, $3.50 
each. 





The Sunday School Times Company 
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A German martyr has left us with a de- 
votional study of Christian fellowship. 
Although his training and associations 
were decidedly Liberal, many of his in- 
sights into Scripture are thought-provok- 
ing to the conservative mind. The Chris- 
tian community came into being by the 
will of God; it is entered by faith in 
Jesus Christ; and it is sustained by the 
Scriptures and by the principles laid 
down therein. The book was written 
while the author was laboring under 
constant Nazi peril. It breathes of real 
humility, love for the saints, and faith. 
The author paid for his beliefs on the 
gallows just before the end of the Euro- 
pean phase of World War II. 


“Above the Stars” 
(Continued from page 388) 


Here also, in the stories of Jonah and 
of Lazarus depicted on the walls, the 
glorious doctrine of the Resurrection is 
recorded; and the name, “coemeterium,” 
by which.the catacombs are called, means 
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“place of sleeping.” Here the dead are 
laid down, “depositus,’ in their lowly 
beds until the day breaks, 

This thought is paramount in the in- 
scriptions on many of the tombs: 

“She is not dead, but sleepeth.” 
“Alexander is not dead, but lives 

_above the stars.” 

Thus do these symbols and inscrip- 
tions bespeak the radiant faith of thé 
early Christians. Through suffering, 
sorrow, persecution even unto death, 
their faith was a living faith that filled 
them with thoughts of joy and life. 

“I go to prepare a place for you,” said 
our Lord. Truly a place to live—above 
the stars. 


ELLSWORTH, MAINE, 


w 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 23 to 29 


Mon.—2 Chronicles 31:1-8. 
Hezekiah’s Reform. 


PRAYER Succestions: “Now when all 
this was finished, all Israel that wefe 
present went out to the cities of Judah, 
and brake the images in pieces, and cut 
down the groves, and threw down the 
high places and the altars out of all 
Judah and Benjamin, in Ephraim also 
and Manasseh.” A mighty reformation 
it was, and effected by a reformed peo- 
ple. We today need a great Christian 
reformation. Millions now neglecting 
daily Bible reading and prayer, and also 
the observance of the ordinances and 
commandments of the Lord, need to re- 
turn unto the Lord with all the heart. 
Pray for a true Christian radical cor- 
rection. of behavior toward God and men 
in all Christian families. 





Tues.—2 Chronicles 32:1-8. 
Turning to God in a Crisis. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “With him is an 
arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord 
our God to help us, and to fight our 
battles.” Hezekiah prayed not only in 
crises but about ordinary matters. Many 
who have little desire for God in pleas- 
anter times, seek Him in times of dis- 
tress and grief. How is it with your 
prayer life? Is God your whole desire 
day by day, or only in emergencies? 
Blessed are they who continually resort 
unto the Lord and habitually meet Him 
in secret every day. Pray that your 
prayer life will be regular and stronger 
day by day. 


Wed.—Isaiah 36:4-10. 
: Rabshakeh’s Defiance. 
PraYER SuccesTions: “Am I now come 
up without the Lord against this land 
to destroy it?” This bigoted religionist 
imagined that all who worshiped the 








TIOWELL BIBLE UBRARY 119) 403 


Wanted: Evangelical organization in New York 
* City needs competent office secretary. 
State experience, age, references, etc. Write Adv. 
No. 725, Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5. 





( what a blessing to 
HEAR AGAIN! 


Discover how you may hear again so 
clearly you'll easily understand your 
family and friends, even when they 
whisper or mumble. You may recap- 
ture lost pleasures from church, TV, 
radio, social life, win new success. 
For amazing FREE book that re- 
veals how, write: Beltene Hearing 
Ald Co., Dept. 4-76, 2900 W. 36th 
St, Chicago. 

















Do you have friends 

and loved ones attending 

modernistic churches? Give them 

tracts designed both to answer the problem, 
and lead them to Christ. 

SEND 25c FOR A SELECTION OF 25 


PULPIT COWNS 


Choir Gowns—Choir Cassocks and Cottas 
Communion Linens—Table Scarves 
Pulpit Hangings and Bible Markers 


Prices and samples sent on request 


14 West 40th Street 
é. M. HALL, Inc., New York 18, N.Y. 











When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe Sunpay ScHOoL 
TIMES. 














CAN COMICS BE CHRISTIAN? 


Christian comics are a regular feature in 
MY CHUM, the fascinating monthly maga- 
zine for children 4 to 14. Look for Christ- 
centered stories, games, puzzles, too. $3 
year. Sample free. 


MY CHUM Box $$, Highland, Illinois 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
ae 


* « EARLY C 





LIVERY + - 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON &CO. 
DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, 
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God of gods were deluded. His “lord,” 
the god of the Babylonians, was to him 
far better than Jehovah. Hezekiah used 
the best spiritual weapon—prayer—and 
the hand of Jehovah saved him and his 
people. The world has yet to see what 
God will do for them whose heart trusts 
in Him. Pray that your faith in God 
and in His might may be strong in this 
crisis hour in church history. . 


Thurs.—Isaiah 36:13-20. 
Blasphemous Mockery. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Who are they 
among all the gods of these lands, that 
have delivered their land out of my 
hand, that the Lord should deliver Jeru- 
salem out of my hand?” Men in our time 
defy God. They laugh at the faith of 
the godly as childish. Doubt is honored; 
trust in God is booed. In these latter 
days such mockers will abound. In fact, 
some wholé nations defy God. (See Psa. 
2.) Pray that your faith in God and in 
His faithfulness will grow stronger day 
by day. 


Fri—Isaiah 37:1-7. 

Appealing to the Prophet. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Hezekiah 

sent Eliakim . . . and Shebna the scribe, 
and the elders of the priests covered 
with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the prophet 
the son of Amoz.” The godly only prove 
to be our best friends in times of trou- 
ble. Solicit their helping prayers and 
Christian counsel. Happy are the Chris- 
tians who have real praying friends 
when they need special favors from the 
Lord. Pray that you may be wise to 
cultivate the best Christian friendships, 
for as God says, “Two are better than 
one” (Eccles. 4:9). 


Sat.—Isaiah 37:8-14. 
A Threatening Letter. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Hezekiah re- 
ceived the letter from the hand of the 
messengers, and read it . . . and spread 
it before the Lord.” Be sure that you 
let the Lord’s ear get your complaints. 
Pour out your heart before Him, all ye 
people. Tell Him all your trouble. God 
will be your helper and deliverer ac- 
cording to promise. Pray that you may 
live so close to the Lord that you can 
refer to Him every grief and perplexity. 


Sun.—Isaiah 37:15-20. 
Hezekiah’s Prayer. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Hezekiah 
prayed unto the Lord.” After more 
than two centuries we are able to 
read for ourselves the prayer of this 
good king. God’s record book in 
Heaven, kept for them that think on 
His name (Mal. 3:16), ought to have 
your name and record of prayer. His 
prayer had in it vital elements. Study 
it and learn how to offer to God what 
He wants in short prayers. Pray that 
you may experience great answers to 
your prayers. Answers are the best 


part of prayers. 
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